


shirt is also priced a t  a.bou?t the  s;me level. A pint of' 
inilk earns the dairyman 40 cents, while a bottle of aerated 
water costs h im 50 cents, and a thl-ow-away ballpoint 
pen is tile ccluivalent of Rs. 1.25. The ri1,ral surplus 
is also pilfered by the cities th1-0u~gh the provisicn of finance 
at  exorbitant rates of interest. Often,, the  financier 
is also a tradcr,  and  thc loan and interest are rccovered 
t'hro~r-gh excessive trading prcfits. The urban. 
transport contl-actor toc,  takes his share of thc spoils, 
and absentee l:irtdlordism is still another methcd of 
siphurling the rural surplus to the towns. 

.It is interesting to  observe th8.t the exploitation of 
the ruritL ccot~omy by the urban, takcs pra.cf.icnlly the same 
forms as the exploitation of the ~l.rban econc.my, in tu.rn 
by tne imperialist ecoocmies of thc d e v e l o ~ c d  countries. 
I n both cases, the econoniic s u r g l ~ ~ s  is appropri:tted 
tllrough the terms of [riide, transport, finance and 
property ownership. Thc rural wbnn relationship is 
a. ruirror image of  tllc urban-foreign relationship: even 
f'riithf'ully copying a phencmencn si:ch I:S the b~-ain 
dra.in. Further, by being n satellite of the v.rban economy, 
which is itself cxploitetl by foreign eccncmics, the rural 
cconorny, i n  spite or its apparent isolation, is dra-\vii 
111.to ltlc niainstrc:im of world capitalist dol11ina.tion a.nd 
;i:ltl e.;ploilo.tion. Our rur;~l C C C G O I ~ ~ ,  therefore, is u 
ciouhly cxi7loitcd one. 

'The St ;~te .  it is 11-tie. has attcnlpteti lo redrcss the 
h;~.ia~i.cc s o m c ~ ~ l ~ a t .  tlircufih instit~ctiollo.l and other devices. 
I t  h:~s pr~)iiioted the growth of c o n s ~ ~ n i e r  and,  to a. lesser 
extent, service cc-operati'ves. I t  11;s spc!rsortd 
co-operarive and rural bznking. [t has curricd cv.t 
measures ofland reform. I t  has instituted State Malketing 
schrrnes. n n d  has guaranteed the prices of  certain 
;igric~!Itilr.al c o ~ ~ i ~ n o d i t i e ~ .  It 11i1s established a. n e t w c ~ k  
of' cxte~lsion and advisory services. It has subsidiscd 
l'ertilizcr i11pu.t~ for some crops. It is also attempting 
to  chalulel fu~ ids  to  the rural areas tliro~l.@h District 
1)evelopment Councils anci decentralizecl budgeting. 
7 ' 1 ~  measures appear quite impressive, bu.t the res11.11~ are 
not. 'I'his is because these efrorls have not evcn tov-clied 
I I I C  11e;ti.t of the ru.ral-urban conflict, nor tr:!r,sfo~med the 
economic re1;itions within the rt1.ra.l eccncmy, which are 
the twin fetteis imprisoning the rural prcductive forces. 
These tneasures, t:iken by tllcm sclvcs. ::re 1:s refc)~mist 
and incffectivc a s  the  altempis to  solve t1:e br;sic 
capital-labour con.tra.diction thro~l.gl1 1uEov.r lax%s, prcfit 
sh.ariilg, diffusion of shares and Workers' Com~cils .  o r  
 he b:~sic imperial-colon.ial contradiction through 
cconomic co-operation, conirnociity ngreernen.ts, financial 
:lid and i~ltcrnational currency manip~1,lations. 

The essence of the rural-urban contr:tcliction is the 
ilomination ol ' the ru.ra1 econcmy by the urban econcmy. 
In Nat~a.e as well as in Society, two mutually contradictory 
cntities ( o r  aspects) coexist as a. unity, because they a.re 
:itso mutually interdependent; bnt t hey never coexist 
;IS e q i ~ a l  partners. One is dominant, the other 
~ubor-dinate. The cha.racter of any phenome~lcn.  is 
essentially determined by the dominant.aspect.o. the 
contradiction within it. Whatever the changes that may 

take place in the mutual relations betwccn the two aspects, 
s o  long as the  dominant aspect reta.ins its position of 
dominance, the character of t l ~ c  phenomenon remains 
basically unchanged. The phencmtncn changes into 
something essentially and qualitatively diff'ercnt, as 
oppcsed t o  mere quantitative changes, only when the 
dominant aspect becomes su.bor-ciir~:ite 2nd the  s~l.bordinate 
aspect becon:c-s tlcminant. Hencc, i f  the rirral-QI ban 
relationship, which is one of b o t h m ~ l . l ~ ~ a l  intcrcie~;endence 
and conflict, is to be qualitatively char,gcd, the rural 
economy inu.st becclne domir~a.nt and the  urban economy 
subordinate. En our  prcsent s i t u a t i o ~ ~ ,  this is the 
only way of releasing o w  riiral productive forces from 
the chains t1v.t restra.in then!. Anything sbort of this 
is only a palliative, and will 1 x 1  result in a fi~ndamental 
t r a~s fo lma t ion  of the rura.1 eccncmy. 

I11 c o ~ ~ ~ l t r i e s   liere re the  ~1.rba.n e c o ~ ~ c m y  has a.n 
in.depe11dent mcmentrl.m of its own and can carry the 
rural econcmy a.long with it,  though as a subordirrate 
sil.bject to its explortatlon, such a fil.ndan~cntal 
tra~lsformation of the u.rban rural rclaticnship may 110t 
be necessary. But in  countries su.ch 21,s OLLIS, where 
the  urban economy is not self-generative, and is 
incapable of further growth wilhout larpe doses of 
fbreign technology, e q n i ~ m e n t ,  inpv.1~ and skills for 
which it does not have the mca.ns to  pay, ir is fast b e c o ~ t ~ i n g  
inert and totally parasitic. 1t must thercforc be made 
subordinate, if the  countly js to survive and not  be 
dragged down with i t .  

Wha t  docs subordinating the u.rban econcmy to 
the rural mean in practice'! I t  means a co~nple te  
reversal of Government priorities, politics, attitudes and 
thinking, in respect of investment, research :ind 
technological innovaticn, cTepl~!:rncnt cif skilled 
personnel, internal mal-keting and the terms of trade, 
l~ousing,  transport, education, health administration 
and cultural activities. It means that  the G o v e r ~ i n ~ e a t  
must organize a trernenclous shift of resources to the 
r1~ra1 economy, a.t the cxpense of the irrb:in econc.my. 
The only r.esou.~-ces that sl~oil.!d be allccntcd to tlie 
urban econcmy are thcse that wo~r,lti serve t hc development 
of the rural  productive forces. 71ie ul.rba11 econcrny 
must be redc.ced to  the stati1.s of a sa.tcllite, the direction 
and pace of growth of  which is solely dete~tniucd hy 
the  devclorinent needs of the r u.ral cccncrny. 

In the field of  investment, the Governmen.t should 
give ave ry  high priority to  rural electrificaticn, which is 
the power base for the cieveloyment of the rur.a.1 
productive forces. The essence of ru.ral electl-ification is 
the  supply of' cheap power to the rural econcmy; and 
o u r  ~i le thods  of generation. transmission, ctistribu.ficn and 
protection will have to  be changed so  as to ruakc them 
as iiiexpensive as possible. The ancillaly electrical 
equipment i~xdustries for the pscdv.cticn of transformers, 
motors, meters, irlsula.tors, circ~r.it breakers, etc., 
must be established and  located, ~vherevcs pcssible, 
either wholly o r  in part i n  the rural areas. Along with 
rural electrification, the other investment priorities are 
agriculture, the manufacture of agricultural implements 



: t i ~ t I  agro-bnsed rural i ndu t ry .  The provisioll of 
krigiitioo and drainage facilities to existing cultivable 
Ii111d by the restoration of village tanks and the 
tiraining ol' s\zrarnps 2nd marshes, must take precedence 
ovcl. I he opening ~1.17 of new land u.nder costly irrigation 
~ f ~ e o l e s  wilicll have a Long gestation period. Investnlent 
\ho~l.ld. :11so t>c directed to  the rnanufactu,re of  basic 
:iyrIcult~:ral iniplcments and ~?nsophisticated eqiiiyment 
1 oragrobi~sccf r.u.raI industries such as food preservation 
;inti proi 'e~sil~g,  s~ lga r  ancl paper manv,f:icturc, power 
j c ) { ) ~ ~ i  icxlile wenving, timber impregnation and wood- 
workin?. distillatio~l of cssentinl oils ;md utilization of 
wilslc matcsiuls Like c0canu.t shells, coir d~l,st: saw 
t l u i i  and orgar~ic refuse. The next in order 01' irivestnlellt 
i>r!ol'itics ilrc ~ f ~ e  ~.egcneration of  the rural fishing, boat 
1 .!iil!ctir~g ~111cl ccrtrmic industries, ancl the provision of 
r l ~ ~ , !  bi~,lls ;111d iri(;en?iilittion facilities for the upgrading 
i l U  rhr: local cut1 le. 

I t  u.o~rId be observect that in this scheme of in.vestment 
priori:ic.s, there is hardly any place for capital jnter?sive 
~ndasr ries bascd on inlporteci equ,ipment and materials, 
!'or cxporl-oriented industries also dependent on. 
['. $ 1 ~  . clgn ' 111;1cI1in~'ry ; I I I ~  subject t o  the  mercy o f  capricious 
i'i)l-rign m a ]  licts. o r  Fort he asscmbl y indu.stries which 
in~i'cjri the major par[ of thei r  finished product. In fact, 
this ;rsscmbly t\.pe ofindv.sti-y is already cln the w3.y 
ciut, clue to dr;tstic reductions in exchange qu.otas. I t  
is nn.ly a ttlattcr of time before every inclustry which is 
!n:ririly ctcpendc:lt or1 roreign illputs begins to reel before 
t f lc  full h l ~ ~ s t  01'1 IIC gathering foreign exc11a.nge storm. 
It is thcrcforc impel.:~tive tlliit the  Government immediately 
~\vitches its irlvcstment priorities a.nd concentrates al l  
i(.: I.eSi)LlfCCs c011 developing the rural prcdu.ctive forces. 
-1I:is j i  tile ~ ) r11 )  wi ly  o f c ~ ~ s h i o n i n g  the impact of the mass 
ri.lr, , t ~ , c h m c ~ ~ i  T > 01' usban workers, and t.he other 
i:o:~i;i.c!t~cnlid clYec'(s 01' [he disiniegrntion of tile urban 
c-c~:l~:oit~:, wl~icli is in l r~ i inc~~t  

1-11 b.ccping wit11 t1.1is overall strategy, the Government 
al:ui;i cttungc (lie priorities, content, methods and attitudes 
in r-rspect oi' research :tltd technological innovations. 
A i l  the available skills and knowledge in these fields must 
R2 h;li.ne~,sed and purposef~rlly directed towards the 
ui?ir:ctive of' initiating a technological r evo lu t io~~  in (lie 
col.inrrysitic. Rescarch scientists, engineers, technicians 
; ;KC! .  other skillecl u ,o rke~s  must be made to  leave their 
laboriitorics, c;Hict. desks, conference tables and 
r.i?lo!i\.ely coml'ort:Lblc u.rhxn life, and to live and work 
xmong thc rural people, e d ~ ~ c a t i n g  them and at the same 
t i ruc:  lenr-ning I'rom (hem. Agricultu.ra1 experimentation 
.mi!.;: bc dotie i r l .  the cul~ivatoi-'s field and technical 
iml.irn~ination in  the vi1l:lge smithy with the full and 
in:c!ligertt particil,ation of the ru,ral people. The 
village must he shaken o11.t o f  its torpor,  a n d  tusned 
i i l r c ,  a1 I~ipe o f  lively discussion. creative thinking, 
tecl~nical innovation and productive activity, by a 
well pl~111ni.d ~incl or-g:~nized invasion of skilled and 
kt1o~vlettgc:ihlc t ~ w l l  folk w h o  are anxioi~s to teach and 
learn ia it spirit o f \~umi i i ty .  seeking, as it were, atonement 
for  their priniordial sin of parasitic existence, and 

~nteltectually rejuvei~atcd b) their d c l ~ v c i  ancc i'rc I : )  r I , ?  
soul-sapping, de -hu~nan j~ ing ,  ur ban I at-I; ce. 

111 the sphere of internal mark.eting. !he csploir:zti~~~ 
of the rural economy by thc urban .n?idd!t lncn ms~st be 
completely eliminated by the estitblisliment o r  a 
widespread n e t w o ~ k  of co-ol:crati~e ninlketittg arlti 
credit institutions, reaching out into euely 11ccli and 
corner of  the  countr). Here. ton, the n ~ ; ~ g ~ i l [ ~ ~ c t c  ot' the 
task and  its urgeRcy is such that i t  citrlno; !>L' i t f l  i n  ~ P l c  
hands of u few Co-operative Inspectois. as h i s  hccn ~ l o r i c  
hitherto. The best organization, inanagcr.iit1 ailti 

accounting skills available in, the rlsban ecc3r:t my. koC!>. 
i n  the Public and  LJrivate sectcrs. must be v:ithti;.;l~v?1 :inti 
utilized by the  Government for {his purpose. We ;12:iin 
come back to the basic theme: th;~t  subordinatir~g 
the urban to  the rural econonly meails t'hs t tlle cream of' 
urban talent. which incidei-tt:~lly is gn.ossly uncicr-uti1iir.d 
today, m ~ t s t  be thrown intii 21, i'i-c>ntaI :I tt:tcEc o n  r ~11itl 
economic backwarcln~ss. A prime rcspu11sii)i lit!; i)i' ?lie 
Plannillg Authority is to  plan. or,qa~l.i;cc ami <iisci.i 
this entire ccmpaign. 

The domination of the town b!, the vlli;!gc. 11 i :~c~ ' c i .  
means more than this. I t  inear1s tfltrt tlrc 111rii1 prciilucer 
must have preference over the urban conswner. ailtl thc 
rural consumer preference over the urbien protluccr. 
Hence the  terms of tr-ade !;.en :hc price re!:mtior~.tiip) 
between rural and urban commodities ~IIL!<~ bc signifi~.:!!~ily 
changed in favo;~r of th.e f'ol-mcr. rllc co~~vcq~rcticr. 
o f  this v\lilI be a lo\vering of the ~tiind:t[cl~ oflivin~r, oT ~vi.s> 
section o f  the ~b~ .ban  con.imimil)~. T!~is rnust t7c 
accepted a s  the necessary concu!ni~nnt !o  the r ; ~ i s i ~ ~ g  a%i' 
r ~ n n l  standards of li\!ir)g. The iioticn o t 's ir11~1It; in~:~.)~1-~i\  

both r ~ ~ s l . ; ~ l  anc!. UI.JK!LI lil'ing s!:!~~cI;trd.i i x .  i n  ( ~ I ! , I .  

present context, only a con'vcnicn t rnyt!~ u,liivJ~ l!i:l,pq 
helps to salve n t roubled ~~ , rhnn  c.orl~c.;er!r.c. 

The r~tilization o t' rcsotr.t'c.rs f o r  ~~.ri>:irl I I ( ; : : S ~ I I F  ilt:il 

transport must be stoppeci. '1 I I C  tlrt1:111 ~ L . ~ T I I ~ > ~ I I ~ .  thy 
itsell', i s  incapable of solviilg eitlicr its housing prohlctrr 
or  its transport p sob le~ l~ ,  the soiutiun to \\~hic.ll l i e s  in the 
rapid growth o f  the rtiral econcn~y.  Ie;!cfinp to :.r c.t:ntpli.rc 
reversal of  the directionof migralion. An). ex~n~t ld~~k~: tc  
o n  urbanhousing and transporf. tit t I~ is~i~.nc!~ir~ ' .  i 4  :i 

misdirection of resources. The cir ies \vi l l l~itvc to I~LT 
with their slunls 2nd shanties unli i tl!c ln:tr)pt.,\\.cl- 
requirements of :I huoy;inl ri1r:l.l ecorlc:.rny r-r.lie\;c 1 i . i ~  

pressure o n  urban housing. For rn:lny !'e;lis io 
come, they will also flave to  sufl'er their bclching );)L~s~S; 
decrepit cars and pot-holeci roads. The iinl\i!lg a!) of t i ~ c  
r ~ ~ r a l  economy thro~igh roatis : ~ n d  c:!r~:t.!s nlusr t:the 
precedence over the widening, niacailaniiring ; i ~ i r i  

carpeting of the urban. highw~iys. ?he movemen! d' 
rural produce mnst have prior it:^. ovcl- ?he  tJlc>VclllcIli 
o f  urban people. Esisting priorities ill cdi?,cttit!i~ ;in<? 

health services too, m ~ ~ s t  be invcrled. II trr-a1 schoolb and 
hospitals must be properly staflbtl u r~d  ey ~!ippcd. icnr? !his 
again has  obviously to be ELI the elpenre oi' 111c trrhur, 
facilities. Teachers and dccrors nlilst he il!clvd<bii in 



in the organized movement of skilled perso~!nei to the 
rural areas. 

A development strategy based on the rural economy 
being the dominant partner necessarily implies a 
far-reaching decentralization of administraticn and 
decision-making. The parasitic bureaucratic apparatus, 
which annually swallovls up half the Government revenue 
and still finds ~ t s  appetite umsatiated, must be dismantled. 
The hordes of file carriers, pen pushers, repolt writers, 
precedence addicts and conference flitters, who are today 
it terrible burden on the country's econcmy, must be 
shifted to more productive pursuits. Urging them 
to work a full eight hour day is beside the point; fcr, 
even if they were to 'work' sixteen hours a day, 
they would sti 11 be incapable of prcducing anything 
useful, while the cost of keeping them at their desks, in 
terms of the paper, filing cabinets, typewriters and electric 
power consumed, would increase ccnsiderably. It is 
ironical, but probably true, that the less the buleaucracy 
'wo~ks', the less of a weight it is on the national economy. 

All this must be done and still more, if we are intent 
on transforming the present rural-UI ban relationship. 
In the endeavour to make the village p~ilse with a new life, 
its cultural revival should not be overlcoked. l h e  
traclitional song and dance forms must be developed, 
and enriched with the new content of change and 
progress. A genuine national culture can never flourish 
in the arid wasteland of our urban cosmopolitanism. 
The lumpen language and culture of the cities must be 
dethroned from their positions of eminence, as part of the 
process of urban subordination. Every vestige of 
urban privilege in evely sphere of life and thought, must 
be relentlessly unearthed and uprooted without 
compunction. This is the essential meaning of 
subordinating the urban econcmy to the rural. 

What, thcn, is the future of our cities? Are they 
doomed to perpetual decline and eventual extinction? 
No. The urban-rural relationship is not only a mutually 
contradictory one but also one of mutual interdependence. 
The present relationship bised on urban dominance 

and exploitation is strangling the rural productive forces 
which if set free, have the potential for rapid and 
independent growth. Hence a qualitative, revolutionary 
change in this relationship is necessary. This can be 
achieved only by a total reversal of the dominant and 
subordinate roles Once this conflict is resolved in this 
manner, and the dominance of the rural economy firmly 
established, mutual interdeperldence beccmcs the primary 
featwe of the rural-urban, relationship. As the rural 
economy takes cff, it will lift the urban economy up 
with it, as a junior partner. Cities will once again 
grow, not as parasites living on the countryside and 
exploited in turn by foreign econcmies, but as useful 
satellites of the rural econcmy. This: however, will 
not be the end of the story. With the filrther developmeklt 
of the rural productive forces, econcm.ies of scale 
will beccme both necessary and pcssible. Thjs will 
again require the concentration. of in.dustry, services and 
decision-making in urban centres. The decentraljzation 
inherent in the develorment of the rural economy m.ay 
then come into conflict with the increasing need for 
cen.tralizaticn. Decentralism and centralism are 
not absolutes; the very decentralizatiorl which today 
is necessary to liberate the incarcerated rural productive 
forces, may eventually beccme a dra.g on the growth 
of the urban productive forces. 'Urban Centralization" 
could we1 J be the heretical cry of a future econcmist. 
The movement of the urban-rural relatianship may once 
again demand a reversal of the dominant and 
subordinate roles in that relaticnship. Their conflict 
wi l l  not end until the antitheses between. town and 
country finally d i s a ~ ~ e a ~ s  as a rcsult cf their beccming 
indistinguishable frcm one another. But all this will 
be many, many, years in the future, and we are in danger 
of leaving the domain of the econcmic analyst and 
getting uncomfortably clcse to that of the scothsayer; 
for who knows, the future generaticns of our count~y 
may, in all their wisdcn~, turn their backs on the 
western heritage of unbridled urban i~ldustrialism, 
and deliberately spurn its material benefits in order to 
avoid its atten.dant evils. l n  that event, the urban-rural 
dialectic may unfold itself in our country in an 
historically unparalleled manner. 


	VIDU 2_4 _ 15.pdf
	VIDU 2_4 _ 15 (2).pdf
	VIDU 2_4 _ 15 (3).pdf
	VIDU 2_4 _ 15 (4).pdf

