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THE NUTRITION of the rapidly increasing h u m a n populat ion throughout 
the wor ld causes m u c h concern and assistance is be ing g iven in several 
directions b y international organizations to increase the production 
of food for h u m a n consumption. The Food and Agriculture Organiza­
t ion of the U n i t e d Nations, a Member of the Uni ted Nat ions group 
of specialised agencies, w a s set u p in October, 1944, and is one of these 
Organizations. Beginning w i t h 42 Member Countries, the number has 
n o w increased to 76. The a ims of F A O a r e : — ( 1 ) to he lp nations to 
raise the standard of l i v i n g ; (2) to improve nutrit ion of the people 
of all countries ; (3) to increase the efficiency of farming, forestry and 
fisheries ; (4) to better the conditions of rural people ; (5) through all 
m e a n s to w i d e n the opportunity of all people for product ive work. 

The importance of l ivestock in all countries is appreciated b y the 
Organization and Animal Product ion receives m u c h attention. 
Improvement in l ivestock production is urgent ly required to increase 
t h e availabil i ty of the m u c h needed proteins of animal origin and of 
animal by-products. In addition, animals are still required in s o m e 
regions for use for agricultural and transport purposes and their va lue 
i n soil ferti l ization w i l l probably continue. Improvement of animal 
heal th and control of animal diseases are recognised as v i ta l factors in 
increasing animal production and efforts are be ing directed towards 
these ends. Al though more l ivestock is necessary, i t fo l lows that the 
be t ter the hea l th of animals, the greater w i l l be the production from 
smal ler numbers of a n i m a l s ; a smaller total area of land w i l l be 
required to produce food for these smaller numbers and so, eventual ly , 
more land could be available to raise crops to feed the h u m a n popula­
tion. Improvement of animal heal th and control and eradication of 
animal diseases constitutes a wor ld-wide chal lenge which requires the 
active collaboration of all countries. 

Most attention is, of course, be ing g iven to countries classified as 
under or less-developed, because the potential i t ies in some of them to 
increase animal production is great. Concurrently w i t h work on 
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improvement in animal hea l th and disease control, production of more 
and bet ter feeding stuffs for animal consumption, improvement of 
pastures, improvement in some aspects of animal husbandry and 
improvement in breeds to m e e t their required purposes all rece ive 
attention. It is w i t h animal heal th and diseases that most veter inary 
technical -assistance is concerned. 

Veter inary technical assistance is g iven in several ways . A t the 
headquarters of the Organization in Rome there is a team of veter ina­
rians, drawn from different countries, part of w h o s e duty is to provide 
information and advice on veter inary subjects to any M e m b e r 
Country, on request. The requested information m a y already be ava i l ­
able in F A O or it m a y be necessary to consult l iterature, reports, etc., 
or e v e n to get into touch w i t h veter inary and other authorities in 
different parts of the world . It is not u n c o m m o n to put veterinarians 
in personal touch w i t h s u c h authorities in other countries. There is a n 
ex tens ive l ibrary in F A O Headquarters, in w h i c h textbooks, journals 
and reports are available to the staff and t h e y are freely made use 
of in supplying information, opinions and advice to Member Countries. 
T h e headquarters veterinarians are large ly responsible for the veter i ­
nary field work carried out b y F A O : they are in regular communi ­
cation w i t h the veterinarians assigned to Member Countries and 
supervise and advise t h e m on their work. T h e y vis i t Member countries 
periodical ly to discuss programmes w i t h the responsible autho­
rities, to g ive any necessary advice on. veter inary topics and to take 
part in mee t ings on veter inary and other subjects of a local, regional 
or wor ld-wide character. World-wide types of meet ings are also he ld , 
from t i m e to t ime, at headquarters, for w h i c h the necessary arrange­
m e n t s are in the hands of the veter inary staff. T h e y also participate 
in meet ings convened, separately or jo int ly w i t h FAO, b y other inter­
national organisations wh ich h a v e veterinary interests. Veterinarians 
from headquarters are somet imes called upon to be members of t eams 
w h i c h vis i t countries or regions to carry out surveys o n any particular 
subject concerning agricultural and all ied projects. From the Animal 
Heal th Branch of the Organization information, col lected from m a n y 
sources, is supplied for publication and the Branch itself publishes 
articles of general interest. A n example of such a publication is the 
Annua l Year-book oh Animal Heal th w h i c h contains full particulars 
in tabular form, of the incidence of animal diseases in countries 
throughout the wor ld w i t h particulars of the methods adopted for 
their control and a series of articles on topical subjects, some prepared 
in R o m e and some by we l l -known veterinarians in various parts of 
the world. 



INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY ACTIVITIES 

229 

Technical assistance to individual m e m b e r countries is g i v e n in 
several w a y s . Fo l lowing discussions in the country and in Rome, 
requests are made b y the countries for technical assistance in specific 
subjects. T h e requests are placed in order of priority and are carried 
out according to the availabil i ty of the funds and the possibil ity of 
making detailed arrangements. Normally , one or more veterinarians, 
appointed b y FAO, are assigned to the request ing country to proceed 
w i t h the work. These veterinarians drawn from m a n y parts of the 
world are usual ly experienced in the type of w o r k required and have 
often had service in countries w i t h cl imatic and other conditions 
similar to those of the country in question. Young veterinarians, 
special ly qualified and experienced in some special veter inary subject 
m a y also be appointed, especial ly for work which does not demand 
experience of a special cl imatic condition. 

A veterinarian assigned to a country works as a n adviser, assisting 
and collaborating in planning and operating schemes for animal heal th 
improvement and disease control and in g iv ing instruction to national 
veterinarians arid others on techniques for the diagnosis, prevent ion 
and control of diseases. 

For the satisfactory control of s o m e animal diseases in a country 
and for prevent ing the introduction of disease, legis lat ive action is 
necessary and regulations h a v e to be formula ted: F A O veterinarians 
g ive advice on this subject and often assist in drawing u p the 
regulations. 

Some of the veterinarians spend m u c h of their t ime in the labora­
tories in the country to w h i c h they are assigned, teaching and super­
vis ing the preparation of biological products for use in animal disease 
control schemes. Others are concerned w i t h the veterinary schools in 
the country and advise on and assist in the introduction of changes 
w h i c h are considered beneficial. Act iv i t ies in s laughterhouses come 
under the purv iew of some of the assigned veterinarians. T h e y advise 
on the construction and establ ishment of n e w slaughterhouses and 
alterations in ex is t ing premises to m e e t more modern requirements , 
p lan operations and supervis ion of staff, advise on and g ive instruc­
t ion in m e a t inspection, refrigeration techniques and safe disposal 
of was te and condemned material as w e l l as on the care and inspection 
of animals dest ined for s laughter during their transport to and after 
collection at the slaughter-house. 

Veterinarians w o r k somet imes in more than one country in a 
region, devis ing schemes w h i c h m a y benefit the w h o l e region b y 
prevent ing spread of infections from country to country. One of the 
conditions imposed b y F A O on m e m b e r countries receiv ing such 
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technical assistance is that one or more national veterinarians are 
attached to the F A O veterinarian so that the work m a y be cont inued 
satisfactorily and wi thout a break after his departure. 

For the diagnosis of and control of m a n y of the infectious diseases 
biological products are required. For various reasons including 
economy, the required materials are being produced in the different 
countries, w h e r e these products h a v e b e e n prepared in the past. More 
modern techniques are n o w in and result in more efficient products. 
Special equipment is required and F A O has supplied a considerable 
amount to a number of m e m b e r countries. In the control of other 
diseases, drugs not avai lable in a country or region are somet imes 
necessary, for example , for the control of parasitic diseases such as 
l iver fluke disease and diseases caused b y w o r m s in the stomach and 
intes t ine of sheep and cattle. F A O has supplied considerable quantit ies 
of the necessary drugs in order that extens ive control schemes could be 
successful ly inaugurated. Similarly, the control of diseases caused b y 
external parasites, for example , sheep scab, has been encouraged b y 
the provision of a quant i ty of the necessary medicaments for use in 
the form of dips and sprays. 

F A O provides assistance for training in modern scientific methods. 
This is done as m u c h as possible b y F A O veterinarians during their 
ass ignments to a country. In addition, however , fe l lowships are 
awarded b y F A O to se lected national veterinary personnel, enabling 
t h e m to proceed to another country to receive special tuit ion and 
exper ience in a specific subject, a group of subjects, or in the more 
general aspects of animal heal th and disease control. S u c h trained 
nat ional personnel, on return to their country at the complet ion of 
their training, are expec ted to be employed in the type of w o r k i n 
w h i c h they gained experience abroad, to mee t the requirements in 
the ir country. 

Whi l e fe l lowships are al lotted mos t ly for individual travel and 
training, F A O also convenes and operates Training Centres for 
veterinarians from countries often in a region. The courses vary from 
more general instruction for 2-3 w e e k s on such subjects as the prepa­
ration and test ing of virus-vaccines, to more detai led work for several 
months on subjects such as mi lk and meat h y g e n e and inferti l i ty in 
animals . For the courses of longer duration, the host country some­
t imes provides part of the necessary financial outlay. 

I n order to obtain up-to-date information on specific subjects and 
to bring together recognised world authorities on them, F A O has 
se t up panels w h o s e members , conversant w i t h essential parts of the 
subject , m e e t from t ime to t ime and, together w i t h FAO, prepare 
reports for general distribution. Examples are those deal ing w i t h 
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infert i l i ty in animals and w i t h tick-borne diseases. F A O also l inks 
up w i t h other international organizations in the formation and work 
of such panels, for example , brucellosis, created joint ly b y F A O and 
the World Heal th Organization ( W H O ) , the subject being of much 
importance in both human and veterinary medicine. 

For discussions of problems of animal heal th and control of animal 
diseases w h i c h affect the economy of a number of countries in a 
region and to draw the attention of governments to the steps w h i c h 
can be taken to improve t h e position, meet ings , attended b y represent­
at ives of the countries, are convened in the region. Somet imes such 
meet ings are arranged joint ly b y F A O and another international orga­
nization—the International Office of Epizootics (OIE) , which has 
been in ex is tence since 1927 and w h o s e headquarters is in Paris. The 
reports from such meet ings , agreed by all present, are circulated to 
governments of all F A O member countries and are made available 
for distribution. 

F A O collaborates w i t h other international organisations interested 
in veter inary problems in different parts of the world. The Inter­
national Office of Epizootics, ment ioned above, is an independent 
organisation w h o s e w o r k is confined ent ire ly to veter inary matters 
and w h o s e finances are provided by its 63 member countries. In addi­
t ion to convening regional meet ings on veterinary problems often 
joint ly w i t h FAO, an annual meet ing is he ld in Paris w h e n delegates 
from m e m b e r countries and observers from m a n y parts of the world 
attend. In addition to receiv ing reports of the animal disease from 
member countries, papers are g iven and discussions take place on some 
of the most recent research w o r k on animal disease problems. 
Representat ives of F A O participate fu l ly at these annual meet ings . 

The OIE also collects and disseminates information on outbreaks 
of d i seases : information is sent to interested countries whenever 
received, and to all other countries at short regular intervals . OIE also 
publishes an interest ing journal bi-monthly. Research work is 
encouraged and is somet imes financed b y OIE. A c lose association 
ex is ts b e t w e e n F A O and OIE. 

The World Heal th Organization w h o s e headquarters are in Geneva, 
is interested also in veterinary work, particularly in animal diseases 
w h i c h m a y h a v e a bearing o n h u m a n health. Meet ings are he ld from 
t ime to t ime w h e n full consideration is g iven to the most recent avail­
able information on diseases affecting both animals and man. These 
are attended b y experts , both medical and veterinary, in the specific 
subjects and the meet ings form a common ground for exchange of 
information, fo l lowing which rel iable and up-to-date reports are 
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published. Most of these meet ings are arranged joint ly by WHO and 
F A O . Milk and meat hyg ienes are also he ld w i t h b y W H O in collabo­
ration w i t h FAO. This collaboration is ex tremely va luable to both 
medical and veterinary services. 

The Organization for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC) 
w i t h its headquarters in Paris has also s h o w n considerable interest in 
veter inary matters . A t one t ime it h a d a Working Par ty on Animal 
Health, w h o s e chairman w a s a m e m b e r of the F A O staff. In addition 
to issuing valuable publications and producing films on some of the 
diseases of economic importance in Europe, i t arranged meet ings of 
veter inary representatives from European countries w h e n the prob­
lems of animal heal th w e r e discussed. F A O participated fu l ly in these 
meet ings . A l though the Working Party on Animal Heal th has been 
disbanded, the OEEC is st i l l m u c h interested in veterinary activities 
and, undoubtedly , w o u l d again g ive serious consideration to call ing 
together representat ives of European countries to discuss any vi tal 
problems of animal disease w h i c h might arise. 

Then, there is the International Veter inary Congresses w i t h head­
quarters in Utrecht , Holland. It has wor ld-wide country membership 
and a meet ing is he ld once every four years w h e n delegations from 
m a n y countries m e e t and m a n y important papers are presented and 
discussions o n them take place. This body is supported financially b y 
smal l contributions from veterinarians in the m e m b e r countries. F A O 
is represented on t h e governing body and a member of the F A O 
veter inary staff is a m e m b e r of some of the Committees . 

F A O also collaborates w h e r e v e r and w h e n e v e r possible w i t h 
organizations in the Uni ted States of America wh ich are carrying out 
m u c h good work on veter inary matters in m a n y of the less-developed 
countries throughout the w o r l d : and w i t h the Organismo Inter­
n a t i o n a l Regional de Sanidad Agropecuaria (OIRSA) w h i c h works 
in Central America, to w h o s e headquarters a veterinarian, appointed 
b y FAO, is attached. 

A l though F A O is not empowered, generally, to engage in research, 
the need for such w o r k is ful ly appreciated and encouragement is 
g iven w h e n e v e r possible. There are a f e w special fe l lowships , recent ly 
provided, for award, under certain conditions, for research purposes : 
some h a v e already been awarded to veterinarians w h o are working 
abroad. 

To complete this article a f e w examples of the field work of F A O 
veterinarians m a y be of interest. 
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Rinderpest or cattle p lague is one of the diseases of cattle and 
buffalo most dreaded in parts of Africa and the Far East. In some 
countries, it is a lways present a l though in a " s i l e n t " or somewhat 
quiescent s tate: ' on occasion, however , the infect ing v irus attains a 
h igh degree of v irulence and the disease sweeps over districts and 
countries, somet imes invading several countries and causing a high 
death rate. In some parts of the wor ld the disease is the cause of 
severe economic loss not only in animal production but also in general 
agriculture because at critical t imes there m a y remain no or only 
a f ew cattle or buffaloes for use i n agricultural activit ies. From the 
results of research work, vaccines , the systematic use of w h i c h wi l l 
prevent spread of the infection, are available. F A O veterinarians have 
worked in some of the infected countries, teaching the national per­
sonnel h o w to prepare the vaccines and advis ing on ex tens ive schemes 
for the control of the disease ; training centres h a v e been he ld w h e r e 
the preparation of the vaccines and their test ing for efficiency h a v e 
been demonstrated to groups of future w p r k e r s ; equipment for the 
preparation of the vaccines has been supplied ; fe l lowships h a v e been 
awarded to enable national personnel to rece ive instruction in the 
working and maintenance of the equipment. A l l this assistance has 
l ed to the application of control measures w h i c h are result ing in 
lower ing the incidence of rinderpest and has already b e e n responsible 
for the clearing of some large areas. With a continuation of con­
centrated effort b y the countries concerned and ful l collaboration 
be tween infected countries in a region, the progress should continue 
until rinderpest is n o longer a menace to l ivestock production and to 
the economy of countries. 

F A O takes m u c h interest in veter inary education, realizing ful ly 
that sound veterinary education is an essential requirement for an 
efficient veterinary service. F A O veterinarians h a v e vis i ted many 
countries for information on veterinary schools and educational 
s y s t e m s : regional meet ings h a v e been he ld w h e n t h e only subject 
of discussion has been veterinary education to m e e t the requirements 
of the r e g i o n : an F A O veterinarian spent some considerable t ime in 
Calcutta, India, and fo l lowing his advice m a n y alterations w e r e made 
in the veterinary col lege there and in teaching veter inary s t u d e n t s : 
F A O has n o w arranged a wor ld -wide meet ing on veterinary education 
to be he ld in London in April , 1960, w h e n it is hoped to discuss the 
subject in general terms and to m a k e recommendations . 

• Foot-and-mouth disease continues to influence animal production 
in some parts of the world and to impede export and import of 
l ivestock and products of animal origin. Countries, free from the 
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disease, impose severe restrictions w h i c h prevent or minimise the 
risks of introducing the infection. F A O is m u c h concerned w i t h the 
general pos i t i on ; F A O veterinarians advise countries on methods of 
control and eradication and on legis lat ive measures to protect 
countries against i n v a s i o n ; wor ld-wide meet ings have been held for 
discussions on t h e condit ions wh ich might be imposed for safe­
guarding countries against the introduction of the d i s e a s e ; the 
European Commiss ion for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
w a s set up, at the request of governments , as a unit of F A O w i t h 
its o w n budget and is engaged in assisting European m e m b e r 
countries in the application of measures to eradicate the disease from 
the country and from the w h o l e of Europe ; F A O keeps in close touch 
w i t h research workers on all aspects of the disease and makes recent 
information available. 

Haemorrhagic septicaemia in cattle and buffaloes causes m u c h 
economic loss, especial ly in eastern parts of the world. Having learned 
of some important work on the causal organism which might lead to 
the deve lopment of better vaccines for the control of the disease, 
F A O appointed a veterinarian, famil iar w i t h this work, to m a k e 
further observations on the subject and to prepare and test out the 
va lue of the vaccines under consideration. A l l the field work w a s 
carried out in the Far East and vaccines are still be ing tested on 
an ex tens ive scale ; the available information indicates that this n e w e r 
type of vaccine is an improvement on those formerly used. 

Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia is an important disease of 
catt le i n parts of Africa, India, Australia and some f e w areas in 
Europe. Research is be ing pursued in different countries on improve­
m e n t s in the vaccines n o w in use for its control. F A O convened a 
m e e t i n g of the veterinarians interested in this subject and formed 
a panel composed of research workers w h o wi l l m e e t from t ime to 
t i m e w h e n they w i l l compare and discuss the results of their work 
and provide up-to-date information for distribution. 

Brucel los is in goats and sheep continues to cause m u c h economic 
loss and m u c h h u m a n disease in some parts of the world- FAO, w i t h 
the collaboration of WHO, provided some assistance for the s tudy 
of suitable vaccines for the protection of goats and sheep and conse­
quent reduct ion in the risk of h u m a n infections. This assistance w a s 
cont inued for several years and has b e e n of m u c h va lue in the 
deve lopment of at least t w o types of vaccines, both of w h i c h h a v e 
g i v e n promis ing results in smal l observations and w i l l n o w be tested 
in the field on a large scale. 
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The serious effects of parasitic infestations of animals on animal 
production are w e l l recognized, not only because of the death rate 
but also because of the losses from interrupted and s low development. 
Different types of parasites assume higher importance in different 
areas. Important diseases are caused b y the protozoan group of 
parasites w h i c h are "t ick-borne" . Real izing their importance, F A O 
convened a mee t ing attended b y observers from m a n y countries and 
an up-to-date report was produced for distribution. Because of the 
complex i ty and extent of the subject and the amount of research 
and invest igat ion work in progress, F A O has set up a panel of work­
ers on the s u b j e c t : one meet ing has been held and a report from it 
is available. Other types of parasites have not been forgotten and 
F A O veterinarians h a v e invest igated and g iven advice on the control 
of parasites causing such diseases as l iver fluke disease, parasitic 
gastro-enteritis and others in several w i d e l y separated parts of the 
world. In some South American countries, theoretical and practical 
instruction has been g iven on several occasions to groups of 
veterinarians and others. 

The introduction of artificial insemination as a method of breeding 
has attracted the attention of those interested in l ivestock improve­
m e n t in practically all countries and there has been m u c h demand 
for technical assistance from F A O for instruction of the method. 
FAO veterinarians h a v e spent long periods in some countries 
demonstrat ing techniques and advising on and assist ing in the 
introduction of schemes ; veter inary personnel have been sent abroad 
to s tudy methods in other countries. Sexua l hyg iene and inferti l ity 
control h a v e a lways b e e n taught and dealt w i t h s ide-by-side w i t h 
artificial insemination and three training centres h a v e been held in 
Sweden, each of some ten months' duration, w h e n v e r y thorough 
training in all these subjects has been g iven to groups of selected 
veterinarians, most ly from Near East and Far East countries. F A O 
also organized a meet ing at w h i c h recommendat ions w e r e made on 
the conditions for the export and import of semen. 

These are examples of some of the work carried out by F A O on 
more specific subjects of animal heal th and disease control. In 
addition, m u c h work of a more general nature is undertaken under 
the technical assistance programmes w h e n surveys of disease are 
made and advice g iven on the more general aspects of disease control 
and the improvements of animal husbandry and nutrit ion, including 
necessary changes, all w i t h the object of improving and increasing 
l ivestock production. 
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