
i'iirnnrny and i-'r'ro,runlnrijq 

Accclcri~,! ~ L I I I  of f l ~ c  Mitl~a\vcl ! l . l c v e i ~ ~ : p ~ i ~ c ~ ~ ~  Pr!~jcct 
Ilac;tns Illat ilislcad ol 'sec~uu~lcil ig ilic progl-ani.ll!(: of' 
f i i la~ic i i~g,  co~ l s i~ - i~c t ion ,  c!c. ,  tlic ~ o ~ ; c ~ . t i r n c ~ ; t  llr~s 
tlccitlctl tlral tlic lil;>,ior [ ? ~ ~ l c c l ~  ii\tlSI be c;ir!-ic(i oiii 
s i m u l i a i x c o ~ ~ ~ l ~ .  Tllis i111plil:s ilrat ;L 1;~:-gz !:oncci;: ratioti 
01' rcsoilrces S L L C ~  a s  Illsn, ~ x ~ o ~ l c y ,  macliincry, n~alcrial ,  
ctc. 111ust bc  nwdc iivail;~bl~: uver a sllut-t time spall. 
Tllc q,ual ily of !llc rcs(l l irc~s r ? i . ~ ~ t  bc adequate t o  lneet 
tllc ~ l c e d s  of Ilic \vork and tllc management of t l ~ c  
vast complexily ul' activities. 

-1'l~c Prcsiilcti!, (Ire M il~istcr 01' IrrigitLio11 T'o\ler a~?cl 
J-l;igl~\viiy~, ancl 1 lie M i~listcr 01' I-;ill;tnce ancl Plali11ii:g 
I~ave c o n v i ~ ~ c z d  lllis ntt!iol~, tllc World Bank a ~ i c l  [llc 
dcvelopcd countries 111i11 tllc Maha\+eli Deve]oj?,mcnt 
1 1 i . c  is I I i r I I I i i ~ ~ i c i i .  ~ ' I I c : - c  

-, I Ilc scq~ lenc i~ lg  ol'lllc cc~~ l~ t?uc t i c j~ l  n1;iy be cxallii~lccl, 
considering lllc ~nxiii j?;~rnll1etcrs i .e .  Fi~lancc,  Ap:-o 
b-nefils, Soci,~l hencfits, Eliil>loylncnt I)c~lefils, 
Po\ver dsm;incl ;~ t ld  ~ l~ j> l? ly ,  Cost-benefits, elc, Tile 
[eat1 t ililes arc: i r ~ ~ o r - d c ~ ~ c ~ : ~ I c ~ i t  ;111d C I ~ J ~ I ~ > I C X .  1 I )  i'i~cl, 
finai~!:iilg ancl rcso~ircc :iv>~ilability arc so variable i n  their 
Icad I imcs-and oLi!sidc tllc control c ~ f  t l ~ c  Guvcrilri~cllt 
or Sri Lanku at tllc present tinlc -- - i t  is m.y o p i ~ ~ i o l i  illat 
;Lny ;~ t tcmpt  Io r;ltio~i;ilise the scyu!:~ici~ig \vc~iild Ihc i'tililc. 
1 1  is l i  kcly tlmt (Ilc ~cq i~c l i c iug  vi' t l ~ c  ci-)ns~ruc:ic;ll of' 
nlajor rescl-vvi1.5 like l<otiiiiilc, Victori;t, iiit1idc17iigiila atid 
Mori~galliikili~d;~ \\.ill Sclllo\\ tlic sccliiincing of f i~ i~ i l : c i l i~ .  

I ' l ~ c  cons(r.ilcl ioli 111' t l ~ c  M inipe Rigllt 13;l.t:k (:ali;tl, 
Illi:.iya Rcscrvc~ir., T\/l;idtira O p ,  M iiii1:c and 
.aiitl;ikadu icu 1s. ;~ncl tlzc i ~.rig;~!ioi: s)lstc.n~s 13, P ,  ; l i ; c l  C' 

will ilavc lo I'ollo\v lllc sccluc~ici~?g oi'tl1c complciion of 
t l ~ c  n\;ljor constrlrci ioti ~\torks. l'lrc circler of Illis s l~vnld  
be clear. i n  ( I I C  I I O X I  I'c\v I I ~ O I I ~ I ~ S ,  S L I ~ I S C ~ L I C I ~ ~  1 0   ill^ 
~ ~ r o g r i t ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ c s  oi' dl~110r co11 11 t rics ; I I I ~  tllcir co~ltr;tctc~t-s 
bcillg ;l,vailah!c. 

'[lrc t.csor~rccs f i ~ r  coii:,ii.iictioil, i l l  c~ljlc;. M ords, i lie 
t i i , a c l ~ i ~ ~ c ~ ~ y .  IYII:II, ~~~i~tcr i ; i , I s  i11icI ~~ l ;~ t i i i~c i~ i . e~ i t  :iv:~iiat>lc 
in firis country canilc!i 1 1 :  ;LI;\ l'icli: n:e,;:i tlrc dcnl.;i:,cls 
(or i I L C  peak ~rcclit I I - I ; J - ~ ~ ~ I I ~ s )  o\  ci- 1 itnc S ~ ; I ~ C  o f 6  1 I::~IIS. 

J . 1)ai;l:-;, Rex:-vc li;.s i ~ n t l  A$i~rl>~ii:: 
1-lead \Y c ~ i - k  s I I ~ ! C I ~ , S ~ \ ~ ~ . ~ .  

: I .  I'o\vcr Siai i c : ~ : : ;  
3 .  1 rr ig ; t i  i 0 l l  S ) / ~ X I I I S  !.;l\>(llli. i l i i ~ i i ~ i v ( :  

'1.11~ first L\vo elemciils Icncl i l lctn~cl\~cs 1 0  csc<:~ilicj~l 
by tbrcigil contractors. 'Yl!.c (J~irtl i s  I:csi. Irir i,c!lc(l 
by Ssi Lankaus wit11 labou r ancl k~~u\\ / lcclgc of 10c;il 
coild itians. 

" 4 ' 0  illastrale this 11 / ( / / i  )T'cgi.,~ 
! l l ([ /~r/crl  h/'cc~/icrnicyil 

Il:nrlll cxc;~\/atioii 44,000 nl" 125 3 
Koclc excavation 00,000 lolls I 00 6 
i<o(:li c i - L I S ' I ~ ~ I I ~  8-1,000 t o i ; ~  .5('10 6 

11 !>i~l;tncc co111d t11c:-cli>rc be sit-iich I ? C ~ \ \ C C I I  tlil;+.jcd 
I-calisation of social a11c.I ccono~iiic iicncfi-is, i11;tl tlic 
ilccd to sol\lc [lie in~lnetiii~te i~nen~j?loj/mcili problem. 

Irrigafion Infrastructure 

Tllc tlesip~i of ilie ir~.jgiiiioi! sysI~:nl ;ri:cl i i ~  
conslruc!ion niiist I'il I I O !  only 11ycI:-aulic ;r:itl c~i;ii~~cc:ing 
rey,uircni.ents, but s l io~~ l t l  illso i l~ccl  tllc clcn?ai~cls 
uf CI-ops, C S O J ? ~ I I ? ~  patterns, \\~;ltcl- tiirtics ; t ~ l t l  illc 
periods of C I I ! ~  i\ii~!ion. 

T l ~ c  sclcction :!I' f';i:;:\t:s u i i l  tlcpcl:rl ~ I I  i l~c i r  silitability 
10 aclaj)! Il~emsclvi:~ i:o lilt crops tllai can bc g!.o\i'~i 
on  tlic areas to bz  ~cit lccl .  

I11 any cveilt, f a rn~er  training j1rr~gra111.n-1.c~ i~!-c i o  1)c 
. .  . 

li~stiiulcd to train far~71.c:- g;.c!~ij?s 01: ~oliikioii:!! I ; . I . I ~ L I { I O I ; .  
I t :l;ts bccn pi-ol?oscd ilia[ sci i ic . r~cl~o~r i t \  l;cf:-aii:c:(l on 
tlic growing oi' crops illcy ;t?-i: not f>iililiitr \+ i i l i .  

bcfoi-s l11cy arc scttlcd .on la~i  cis pla~:~~cci for  spi~:i;~l cscips. 

T l i c  ~ ~ C ~ I T I L I I I I  ttsc L J ~  ai9ailk~l:~l~,: \ ~ ~ I I : s  is ; L  I ! ~ I  pilr~ ot'the 
M sl l;~\\,eli Devc lo~?~nc~ ; i  Pr<~jec!. J n i'nri. the scl~cn?c 
is tlesigl~ed t o  he cull i\,aicc! O I ~  ; I  11;ix ol' ~-:icdy ( , I :  

s l~ i iablc  soils (\vitli low infilti-at ion ~atcs) ,  arid o f l ~ c r  
crops :-equ ir illg lrss \+.aler illan tile I :.a.t! iljo11;ll flooclcd 
]>i~d dy . 

Sllc j3roblem of we'lnirlg ~;L!-III.CI.S ; t ~ ; ? y  11.0111 i 'louil~d 
;wii:l: o ~ i  all soils, i n  all SeasoIis, has yet lo be 



successl'ully worked out.  This must be done, as ~csc rvo i r  
capacities a n d  canal systems are designed for conveying 
watcr o n  prcdcicrmincd water c j ~ i t j e s  \villi limited f!oocled 
paddy cultivation in  Yala. 

Cornmonitg Develop~~te~rt (and Social Jnfrastruct~~rej 

'Tllc planniiig of' community cievelopment precedes, and 
i n  nlauy ways, encolilpasses both Agriculture a n d  
Scttlenxcn~. i n  fact, the planning of infrastructure rcads, 
transi>orl, Iiousing, co~nnlunication, su pplies, provision 
of i n p u t s  2nd services for agriculture, marketing and 
tiistributio~l sl~ould colnmence quite carly. So mucll so, 
I I~ is  plannirig and  its part csccuLio~l must takc place even 
hcfi~rc c o ~ ~ ~ ~ e n c c m e n t  of co~~st r~rc t ion-for  obvious 
re;isolis. 

1 1 1  Ltcl, tllis is tllc vcry rcason 1 liavc cllvsen 
to sl~on. C o r ~ ~ n l ~ i n i t y  'Dc\~clopn~ent and Social Infrastruc~ure 
as ; L I I  ; i l l  cu~bracing aclivity li11.kcd directly to thc 
carly stascs or irrigatjvia systc~ns -- (See 'Major 
Aciivit ics'). 

P~.ograamiog, Heportiag nnd Evalusrtion 

Progra~~tming is being rerined will)  a view to achieving 
rcalist ic dates ol' conlplclion, us i l~g Ilistorical arid factual 
t i .  Neiwork~  for C;LCJL  o f  t11c n7.ain activities ar-c bcing 
d r;,.\\;ii 11 i,, ancl 1 Ilcir i n l c ~ ~ - r c l a . t i s ~ ~ s I ~ i p ~  al?d inter- 
cIc~n>~dcrir:ic~ being \ A ~ O J ? ( C C ~  0111. The co-ordinal ion of 

the  construction of' irrigation systcil.is, sell lcnicr!~? 
agriculturr anti dcvclopment is I I ( ) \ J ~  I?ci~:g tloni: by lllc 
~Mallxwel i Dcvclopmenl Hoard ,  

A visual reporting systcnr has bccn tvc~rkcd c:~ut. 
I have been erlcouragcd b y  the fact t hztt Board fi,Ic~tll7~~-5 
and othcrs i n  the Mahaweli Develo[in;roi Board and 
outside it, f ind it easy t o  foLio~v pribgi-ess with this 
system. This presentat inn is supplernc~-ilcd l iy  illc [is,: 
of figures in tllc usual hay.  

Evaluation 

Simple e'valuatjou of progress is nun  bcing done 
both in the  "H' arcas air-cady bcing clevclopecl, 
and in the 'accelera!cct progntmmn.~'. The Planning and 
Evaluatiorl Division is being cnliirgccl r+illl a view to 
evaluating the bencfits froni. Ilic dcvclo1:sd alcas, 
and revic\ving :~cl~ieven~ents  i l l  relal i o n  to  objt'ct iveg. 

better  niinds tliarl mine, aiid i11o1.c competent persur,s 
such as  C o n ~ u l i a n t s  - - botll local aiid foreign .-. will be 
working o n  the d i f ferc~l l  aspcc;s ofl?l;~r~l;ingtl~is visiorirl.y 
development crfort. Necdlcss to  say, each of 1.1s. 
w l ~ o  is associated, will be just one small link in  1I1is c h i n  
of activities which caconxpasscs tlic plobc. 
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"C'lle set tiers I l i l ~ I  C C I I ~ : S ~ I . L I C ~ ~ ~  t en~! )~~ . i l sy  huls i n  the 
<ti lutmenis,so~n.c living wiih 11it:i:. families i n  the iempc!ra;-). 
I !  0SiIic sc!ilcrs, a b o u ~  250 fami1 ies v, ere tli(!:i~ $is- 
!'laced by ilic S C ~ ; I . V O ~ I .  ill !>;.::, rb!a-i!:?;~. i:; :lie i\,l;ii;lii; I>is[ric[. 

At the t ime oS t l ~ e  sii:.ucyt :hi: s c i i i c~s  I-rad received 
t\vo types O F  financial assistance fnm the project: 
Rs. LOO/- to C O I I S ~ S ~ C ~  a iiui a i ~ d  R.s. 250/- Tor ~uk~is:ei :cc 
at Rs. 50/- 21 molltll Tor five m(:ntlis, scm~.e allottecs r ece iv i~g  
the money in onc  paylneni. A S~~r.iher paynlent 
of K.s. 750,'- \hiits expccteb! as eels::; of constructing tlic 
rid yes once those arc coml~lelccl. 

'Tllere lrad also becil subsis: ei:cc allov. ai:ce 
in kind ~!1licI1 \ \as  expcclcd lo Oc Sc!i- ;I year; a ration oi' 
dry milk, flour ant1 sugar nnci s01~1.eli1i1es dhal, on a 'r>i1sis 
of isstling ra t ionsupto  To~ir mcmbers of a fan1,iiy L I I ; ~ ! ~ :  
1 he World Fooc! ~'rogi-ainme. These issues haci bee11 
I-cceived several tinlrs tlrouglx I:nt on a i-cgulas basis. 
Those cl isp1;tced b y  the reservoir had bccn pi.ovidccl 
\ v i l l i  transport to bring tlicir- posst-ssion:; to :tic 
pro"jcct area. 

, \ 1 lie sett1cn.s !lac1 liol been piticl any coli;pc-11:iai i l ~ l l  I'or 
loss of lalid or  displacement . 

T l ~ c s e  ;irc:is 11;td by ijlat t i n ~ e  exl:c;.ic~;cicd s~:\!ci-c 
clrot[gllts, reporiudly :or Livc . , cc~nsccutivc scas,on:, 
m a k i ~ ~ r ,  cvcn 'c!lc!:;t' c:\li~:,x:lo!: cilrr'clilt: only 1111: ' ;117(1  

. , 
I rrigat cc"ly ill12 litnit \,batcrs US i<aia\z,c\;:. ilad t;cc.~i 
succe';sf~~ll\/ culf.ivaicd in (lie area. 

'T'l~c new 'iniegraicci se:.vice cel?!~c' J~ad bccu 
conh!ri~ctr:cl :ii;cl inaug~ira!cd Ihough the 'cci;i!-c' 
scenl.ed io be ~.cmotc a n d  ticscrtcd at t l l a~  tjnac. 

'T'l~c ; ~ g r r ) - i c l e ~ i ~ i ~ y  ciircls \ \e re  [xii;? issucd as 21 

prelude !o registerir~g illi sci:ic;s ! n  j?sinba;.y 
(I?~.ancll) co-ol?cra\ i\/cs. 

. . I l i ~  soil surveys e~lvi:,;+gecl i 13 11111 ~?r<ijcc J.:!;II:s 
I~;rcl 1101 hcci; co~l l . i~~~~i i ica tcc l  1 0  tllc cciilci:;.': 

14s see11 1'1.0111 ( [ L C  I ' o ~ ~ o \ \  i ~ ~ g  i t t b l ~ ~ .  t l ~ c  ~ c i i l e r  
fan-lilies do ~ l c i i  sccnl to liavc I~eci; sel~ciecl \.'el.! caref'uli. 
Most :~.c\i~lis i ~ i c l  Lii~~iicci ~ C ! L I C F L : I C ! I ~ ~  :ti-,(! ;lic.:x: \,!,:i:, a l1ig1~ 
dcpendcucy raiio. '1'11(~y dici I;O! sccm io lix\,c il?.licll 
savings or a c;~l ,aciiyfoi-;~ liigI1 1cvc.i 01-'i~.ic::ln:.r r i .  P, 
dciailcd el iscussio~i ul'tlli. i ' ~ l l ~ ~ \ ~ i i i g  ciibic:; 11;:s bc-CI; 
l ~ ~ i ! 3 1 ~ ~ ~ l ~ C !  b)l ~ 1 1 ~  ~ ' c L J ; > / . ( ~ ' s  i32111i< !?,C~':al-~!t f-9!;pi11-i].i?!?!>L;' 
'l'he tahlcs provide ;III o1,ci--vie\b 01' ilie suc~io-ccoi:c;n?ic 
con.dit ions of 11~6 t'irsl h i l i ~ 1 ~  of S C ~ ~ I C ~ S  or t!lc I??laii;~\~,cli 
I)cveloli ment S~11enl.e. 

Tile f i i . '~ :  bxici~ 1; ::s >;,:-I ;ic(.; \,\liilc (lie cc-!,,si; i.ciic,li 
works in t l ~ e  :;~iaaiie:' dist:ib~ria,-;' cc!:r:is M.ej-c goirlg on. 
Tlle lnavix!::i ai!ot ni.ei?t of f o ~ ~ ~ i  jx~:d \4 as cleared by 
]~T( / ' c c~ ,  tile s:?Iv$? soacts C L ! ~ ,  ;ii:d l l l ~  s ~ t t i c r s  V,C;.C: in\!i:cd 
i o  lakc possi.ssioi~ oi' ilie ini: ti. The saiionale w,;ls 
21): pai'ini!:: ihal Sc!i!c;-!; \i c~!iti ge 4. ~ i l 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ) ! ~ l 1 ~ 1 ? !  in tllc 
SO:!:'. iiction work; aiid !];a: ?li-y woi~!i! prFj2ai.c 111c 
rjdgcs anti 11112 lai!d i.0:- ciiiii~alic;!; 1-y i]lf i ,~ l ?c  \+-aicr 
could be jssuetl . 

T 
I his v.,as i ~ ?  i ( ~ e  l c ,  lj&i1k { ~ f  Kiiia\:.(;\ila, v, !ICSC; 

si:t!Ie !a.nti i.~-:,tl i-,t:c~: c~i':ijva<c-6 
. . . !':.ol?? ilic iaitk ~1alcr:r. 

1 i s  i - , I :  i i x  is i I : a .  ~ ' I I C T C  
had be-!l ~cvc:.i; ciroirgll;:: To:. se \  ..-:;i! ::c.:tcol:s i t ;  [tic 
area. E\,cI; 'olti' v i l l r '~ ; '~ :~  CO;; . :C~ i.ioi l'!ii(l it ~~if f ic i~1l i .  
inco;;-ic 11; lilc a:-ci:, eve11 7C'i;i;l;a' ci:i~i\i, .iio~:s L7~ir:g 
damageti or di.stroycd. Con~i ruc i  io~: as  s ~ t b  - con! r;;ctcci, 
a!ld i l ~ e  coi~tractoi-s tiid noi givr. v;o;.lc rcguiarly. 
Foi- A I I  iilcomc, \vork llaci Lo be dolie a>: casual laboi~rers, 
and \\,lie11 that ;is done r l ~ c  Field c o ~ ~ l d  noi be prcj?;-~red. 

AS illc i'oi-cs~ \:.:ir clcasc~! i11;c i  i i ~ c  I:;L~LII.;LI ~ ~ J ~ ~ i t l i l l l  

brokci! t lo\ ;~~i:  !;i!:li~icss ?:.as ai\-, a:,..: a 1 Ihrca?. Those 
S,LJII~I ies \,\ 110 1l:tc.i coi i~c  i ' * , i t l ~  111.i;jr cll~l(i ycji i i~ . .c i  brLhjcs 
( !~I<>sc  C! i:;j.,\i:c. cc\ j ' j .~~jyl  ! l::2 B#L;~,,, ;7L!:. ;re ;! ;-c:;.) 
bzei!led lo bc paf'Cicuia;-iy at a les:j. ']'ire i-!ca.!.i;:,i (jrsi:i.;i;ja;.y 
,. ,<dS . *  a !?.~~rnSe:. of' iixiie:, aivay aiitl Ihc iicj~pitn! c\1<:11 
Ci1:-111er anlay. ~ ' L I ~ I ~ c  l<a~is~.)c)rl \x,tas d i f f i c ~ ~ l i  a ~ i d  I I ~ C F C  
Y c I C I I I I  I . ;I' 1 . 1 ; ~  ~ ~ ! ! l t l i ~ ~ ~ i i  \ \ l ; i ~  

dr!:lcreci i i i l  coi::,'!.!.;ciiorr \\';is ci~n?pli.lctl ; l l ~ ( l  fllc \;,;l:.!;r 
capable 01' li.-i~;g issucd io tllc riclds artci iltc scrviccs 
c:!.gaoizcti: all tliis couicl lrave t?i.cii :;pal-cd. 

l'or sclt1enacl;l ; I ;  ~ i c ~ i '  !;~iicl, AS l 'oi- a i ?y  otllc:. 
ill:!eStlneilt, olie iiecds financc v,l~c!l!c~. as ?:n\ii~~gs, aicl ( l i .  

Icl;~:is. 11 I S  110:  il cl,ti:~i ion of 'subsitlics'. tIo\vcvcs, 
a!3i:i~rciiily un L llc p:'i~-iciplc 11s 'scIS-l~clp', tllcsc set(1ers 
bZ!c:-c given rni~~inzuni ai:si;iai:cc: Rs. 100/- !o  construct 
a. l ~ t i i ,  Rs. 2501- 1.01- s~ib>!>:ii.iicc it :  1i.s. 50;- ;I I-i;.onii) 
I'oi- f i \ c  i l i ~ ! : i l l ~ .  h Tiir;iius j;;~yi;i.;i;~ C I ~  1j.s. 7501.- \A.aS 1 0  
7 i I i ! i 1 I 1 .  7'110:;~ 
ci isplii!,t.d S:-cii?l ti12 Eo\!,;: ,cnii;t rr:;cr-voir arc;? J l i ~ t i  1 3 ~ ~ 1 1  

. , j>~!~~i i?sc i !  i< ii !l l~.::us;;o:-i io isi-il-ig illci~. 1?1;sscss;o11;;. 
[J i;iI.:r tile W<oi.jd F'ooc? f " i - o g ~ > ~ l i ~ n ~ . c ~  a!-! isscic of dry n~i lk ,  
l-;(JLii. . , ,  . i . ~ c i  i:LIgitr, ~11id somciimcs dhal, \ \ a s  rccci\;cci i'or 
LI i - 1 1 ~  i'oi~r mc:nlxrs of a Sitiliily illtrugl~ not reglilasiy. 

.I L I ~ , ;  : L ; S L I ; ~  i ~ L Y  iliz~f- :lie 'peii~it~iL~. co~li(1 I I O ~  b~~ilcl 
I ~ ~ < I ! . L :  !il;~i> ~1 hi??: l l~ i i .  3.11~ S ~ ; ! t l ~ ~ i - ~  k<;i l l  !ILC ' o ! c ~ '  
vliirtp:.; ii: 111: ?ic,~i'b;~. arcas s:aycd J I ?  rllc~r- ]louses, iiov,'e\jcr 

7- htci 1: !. :iic iI:i.::~l ijSc\/iciion soon. i lit iarit c~r;iileql!alc 
!ioi;si i:c ais;s:a!:cc s as j:;;i.rjcula: I) /  lia:.:;h 017 tliosc iiispiacctl 
J'i.o:iz IEo:::aieiiiiij \&:hollvcd i!i h.uis\,~i!li i i~ci r  ~os:;c~si.olls 
;ji.'c(l iii, c;:tic; a tempo~;i-ry sl~clicr. Uuildii-g a moi.c 
ija'l!':YiUit ; L I ? C ~  jlealllly sllcllel. \ \as usejess, c-veil if t l l ~ y  

-. . . - - - . . . - . . -. - - . . . - . . -. . . . - -- . .. . . .  

'!, Accortling :o 111.: I'izIc! ~ I I ~ ~ I . ! ~ I , : ! I I ~  thc Soil Surveys had not b"on dnwc. K t i t  a n  ofl'icial uf the IIcp;!;~lmen! or Irrigation 
c l . l  11 .'c led illat i l l  tlic II 1 : ~ r c : ~ ,  t l ~ c  Soil SLLTYL'):; !i;ii:l ~ C C I I  c~m~>!cied. 1 i ; c  rcin:!~l?ii?'~: !:=k %:is to sul?crimj?ose the Soil S ~ ~ r v e y  
iiiaph on the \t:itlcn1?:n1 n]:iIn. l ~ o v ~ c v ~ ~ r  t k i t  I;:::; !x~ t l ~ c  sc:t!er; II,.:C~ ;lo! I > ? : : I  ; :LK, ; . ,<~ ~-<g.>~-<ii~l; : ~ ~ ! ~ ~ ~ c ? p i - i : ~ t c  crops. 

11~i5 \ \ t t >  I';,~>c,:~Lc~ t o  I>(! c!c>jlcC al ;I l ~ l t : ~  Si:lz<.:, 



cou1.d ai'i'ord i i .  bccausc they 11ad not 1.cceivec1 !licir 
I~onieslead yet. 

Tllesc were of course, 'new' policies. Eve11 as {'a! 
back a s  1941, Us. 250;- was givcil for a 'cottage'. 
T l ~ c  L I  i i i i  cost of'acoitagc\\ras Rs.  27001- in 1951, Rs.  1600/- 
ill 195-3 , ind  1956. I n  1976, what kind of c0 t i a .p~  
could bc built wiih Xs. loo/-? 

Thc aid given at  the initial stagc s l ~ o i ~ l d  bc 
co~~:;idc.r-cd grossly inaclcquate by any sta17dard, 

( c )  'Delayed' Compensation 

'Tll!: s,::~~cI.s llad not reccivcd arty. corn pensation for 
loss of property. Sucll compc~:sation was to be pdid 
;tftci- illc claims are clicclted, etc. Why c o ~ ~ l d  not tlie 
conlpi:~!sa!ion b e  assessed earlier and givcn to [lie 
'prasants',  so that a t  leas[ some of the families would 
llii\fc Ilatl solnc savings lo start the new life? 

~ \ p p ~ r e ~ i t l y ,  no conlpcnsai~uu was even env~saged 
101 d ~splace~izent . \Yew settlellzents 11lvo1vc relocatior~ 
or t l ~ e  wlivoling of clxildren, etc. and s l~ou ld  
l~ave  been give11 at least s o m ~  consideration. 

( ( I )  'Displacing' all Families 

U llcier t l ~ c  Iie\v policies, all families, including thosc 
f ' r ~ n l  ilic 'old' villages were displaced. The land 
was takcti over by tlie pro-jcct and reallocated. 7'h is 
\uas apga.i."nt ly necessary for physical pla1113 iiig t i )  
. . 
irr1Sate t l ~ e  low-land areas. It may also have beei~  
necessary i n  lllc context of fragme~itat ion,  etc. 
However, ;lj)~,arently tlicre we*e t:o l?ll)~sical plan~lers 
ilssocixted ~ v l i l i  SLICIX 'p lanning' ,  

((J) Alleged $:quality of  2-11'2 acres for each famil) 

-1-llc ~)l.i~;ciplc of allowil~g 2-1 /?. ilcrcs Lo each 
f, ,un~ly  . . For low-land cultivation ;rr;d 112 a n  acre fur 
Iiomestcad may be ~.e;isonabic SO t1ia.t a large ~ i u ~ n b e r  can 
he given i~!i  :i(icq~iale ploi of ~ I L I I C I .  :-Lo\vever, 2-1/2 acres 
in tile dift'ei-e11t ;ireas will havc different cconomic 
potentials. T l ~ c  ires~tli is that receiving the bettcr. land 
depends  o n  luck or 'patronage'. 

( 1 ) rilecl,tuitn~ent Principles as s 'Norl-issue' 

Rei.:.u itmetlt 01' scttlel-s )\as allegedly according 
to t'conolnic \lrabiliiy urileria and after a 1:urnber- c ~ f  'land 
ha.cl~cllcrics'. 

.Ho\.vcvcr, tllerc werc families 11f v;u-ious sizzs, 
oiie i v i i l l  14 n1c:mbers. I n  one l'al-tiily, these werc only 
;I.n agcd lady anci gcn t ieman.  boil1 over 60. There was H. 

lligll ilcpci~dency ril.tio. Most \yere uneducated, 
special ly tllc \bnlnetl. 

Tl1::i.c may Ilavc been gcnu it:c diffic~llties in 
sccrui!1?ic11t \ v i i l l  the ~iecessity t o  givcla~;d to thosedist-ilaccd 
l'rc1111 !ti2 old villages, etc.  it may also be true that 
give11 I I lu  Sri Lanka cxtcnded family, i t  wo~tld be difficult 

to accsrtain !.he precis< ~iacm bers1li p of a settler f a ~ ~ i i l ~ .  
However that 111ay be, there was n o  evide~icc c-~f a n y  
carei'uI sclccr joii i3roced ure. 

( y )  lBrvject Officials who 'co~ld' not m e t  the 'pes%ant\' 

There 14 e. c I)evelopn~cr:t Assislant Corn m rln~i! 
Developxr.ent CPff~cei-s 011 the project . HIJW ever, they 
had no contacts w ~ t l k  tlic settlers. As these offlcexl d ~ d  
not havc fac111tles to  assist the \e t l lc~s ,  they 
were dp parcntly w d ~ t  tng for Imppiel t rmes to  'organi~e'  
the COJllllIUlTlty, 

(11) Advise ork Agricdhre and lnvestlncnts 

At the  Lime of the survey, the soil surveys had 17ot 
been conzi~tunica!ed to the settlers. As such, i t  
may bcl supposed tlial no arlvice as to  appropriate crops, 
cLc., could [lave been given. I n  any case, the settlers 
had only a very vague idea about the cropping plans 
of I115 project etc., and werc envisagiag paddy 
cultivatioll when wale:. \vas avaiIable, and some limited 
'clienit' cropping till sucll time. 

( i )  Services 

'T11o~~gh t l x  project llas elaborated plans for aau 
integrated service cellti-e and the pravisioil of adequate 
11.eaIth and educational services, at t i e  tinlc of the survcy 
011ly (lie intc.pra!od services centre buildi l~g Irad bee~i 
comp!:ted. Tllcre was an obvious delay in tlle proyisioil 
o r  Ilealtl~ and c ~ t  her social services and facilities, 

In c o ~ l c l ~ ~ s i o n ,  i t  lxay be said that many aspects oi' 
illc initial stage of settlement create an environ~nent for 
subsistcncc agriculture at a low level of inveslx~ient i~ncl 
seem to bc inappropriate to a n  irrigation system that is to 
usher i n  an era of new investments in the irrigaletl areas 
of the Mi~llawelj De\~elopmcnt Scheme. Some rcaso~~able  
aid and  ~rssistancl: at thc initial stage of setllemcnt 
or  l iming of settlemen1 to a t ime  when water can be 
issuctl to illc ficld and ()!her services provided sccln to 
be essential if llie Mahaweli settlers are to usher in a 
new era i n  O L I ~  CCOIIOIIIY and country on the basis ofix 
fir171 beginning and foundation. 

I . M atla~vcll Cevtlopment Wodrd, 1977, hf(111a11~el1 
Gulagci ~eve/o j? l? le lz r  -- Sri  Lu~alrtr: Szlt?in?nr y 
Repot i orz 1'r.qjec.t.~. p. 2. 

2 h l a l l . t ~ 1 ~ 1  I 13cvtfopl1ient Board dnci Sogrenh, Grcnoblc, 
I- mnce, 1 972, ht-ahawelr Devclol)nzc.ra~ 1'rojc~c.t I --- 
F e ~ ~ i b l / / l y  ,C/ur/j' fut Stage [I ,  Val. V f /  ur~rf I//// 

Sr~ftleiiz~.taf Pfcir~:arizg nr~d De~clopmetar. 

3 Karu11a~ilake,Dingi,1976, AstzrJy~~~'tlte,Soc.io- 
C C U I Z O ~ M ~ ( :  Cur$dii/o~.s o~zd It~)'esi~?zerlf PolemtS~l/itic?s 
ql' zhe Seirler~r uf' tlac. ivlahaweli Jlevelopn~e~st 
Pt,c?,ir.c,t. --- The r-cporl of a Field-Survey of the 
i t  Stage ol' Settlers. (People's Ban'k, 
Researcl~ Departrnen!, S t u d y  ?;i~'crs, 1970, 
Cycloslyleti). 



TABLE 1 - AGE STRUC'PUHE 

Agc Gl o1/p 
-- -- - 

O -- 5 
5 - 10 

10 --  IS 
15 -- 20 
20 - 25 
25 - - 30 
D O  - 40 
40 50 
S O  - -  60  
Over 6 0  
'I'o t'll 

- -  

'I ABLE 2 --- E'AMI1d'L' S1ZL 

U nett itcated ~. . . . ,  . . .  103 27.54 
Upto 5th slandard . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  i73 46.26 
5th Sta~~ciard to G .  C .  E.  '0' Lcvci . . .  . . .  . . .  93 24.87 
Abovc  G .  C .  E.  '0' Level . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  5 1.33 
lyotal . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  
- .. . . . . . .  

374 100.00 
. . - . . - . . - . . . . . . - . - - A . L . . . . . . . . . . - p - . . -  

....... ... . - . - . . . . .  -- . -. 

No. rtfjbrnilies 0, 

.-..-............. , .. ........ . . . . . . . . .  . - . ~ .  . . . . . . . . . . .  /'o 

N O .  01' pcrso;is cd ucnted . . .  . . .  . . .  5 6.76 
A t  icast one p c r ~ o n  eduoatcd u i > ~ o  5111 s ta i idard . . .  . . .  60 X I  .OX 
A t  ic.;ist o ~ i c  i'crsoil educi:!ed u p i ~  G .  C.  E .  'C>' i-evcl .. 4 5.4 1 
iki leasi on<: pe!-soll a b ~ : , i  C;;. ( ' .  '. '0' Level . . .  . . .  5 6.75 
Toial 
~- . . - . - -  .. . . . . .  . 

74 
. -- - . ~- ~-~ - -.. - . 
100.00 



'I'AB1,E 5 - EM/TbELOYMF,h~l' (as Self-C!wsqifictP) 

F u l l  time agricult LI rill ists 
Part-time agric~~lturalists 
[,;I bourers 
'l'rad crs 
Clther 

'TABLE 6 -- AVAL1,ABlLLTY OF I.AND PER PERSON 
..................... . - . - . . .  -~ . - .- .. 

~ O I -  ~ c r . e ~  per 1: r i w  Per 
...... .......-. . . .... ..................... .. .... . . . . . . . . .  - . . . . . .  N ir t ~ b ~ r  A rrcnge pcr'.son 

-- -. .- - 
Acreage 
- .  

pc/~,sL)/l 

'T,QRLE 7 ANNUAL 1NCOME OF SETTI,ER FAMliLlES DUHIIVG 1 HE PHF,V 801:b: YEAR 
- ............ - .... - ...... ----. .. ---.---- - 

Inc.ontr Group 
- . . . . .  - ...................... - .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  N o .  qf ' Fan? i1ic.r 

./' 0,' P... 

Helo\$ as. soo 1 0 13.5 
500 - -- 1000 3 4.05 

1000 2000 3 4.05 
2000 and abovc 2 2.7 
N o .  n o t  reporting 5 0 75.6 

....................... ....... -................ - .  

TABLE 9 -- OWNERSHIP OF 1,iIlvD IPRB'C'IB1;;EI.II,Y 

No Land 
Upto 1 acre 
1 to 3 acl.es 
3 (0  5 acres 

.. -. . - . - -. -. . - - . . 

TABLE 10 .- ASSETS 
.. ,-. .--- . .-............. ,. ..............---......- .. -.. . . . . . . .  ................ . ,-. .......... 

I f (? /~ i<  I ~ ? / o ~ I ,  Rs. 1000,--.- I , .  2 0 0 0 -  Rs. 3000- - O1~1. 
Rs. 1000 R.7. 2000 

.- .......... .. Its.  3000 . Us. - 8000 . - ................................... I<:$. 4000 ........ - . -- 

...... . . .  4 1 Movable itssc ts s~c11  ;IS bicycles, SC\Y i l l &  ma,cliines 3 

Cattie . . .  . . .  . . .  , . . 2 3 1 - ~- 6 
. . . .  A ~ r i c u l t u r a l  Equip111elit . . .  ,.. I . . --- -. - 

\'al~:c of Ilousc that had t o  bc abandoned S 3 5 1 3 1 



( )11e, 01' t l ~ e  n>.:ijor objec tivcs 0 1 '  illc M aha\$ eii P:-11~1.an?.~~:t 
is dcveloi,n~el!l Of ; L ~ Y ~ c u : I u F c  j l i  11:i. C:y Z O ~ ? C .  
~ I L ~ O L I ~ I I  ;I p ~ . o c c s ~  :)f ~ ; + I ~ C !  s~:t!ic;~i.cj-:: b:>:~:ci j'>,jii.iiy 
f';L7::.Lz:;. ; , ]  ipi:,r3,.1;:,;(:!; ,;y !:I;>; cj:>;2c,i iV!. . ,.jZ!1~ liaV2; ;-,c< 1; 
ilra:~.;: :ii, i o  sciil: 2-;.5!2 I.~lniilii.s I n  a:.ca 19 ir:caic<l i l j  

the b-~sii! of ill!: i<:~ia O\;a. Of illis, 6(1OPi fi~ii., ,il ,c~ 
!~a\/!; ;,ii:,cn::y h~i : l l  sc;i!~.:ii ;::.ii i i  is expcc:i,ti :!I;; : I I C  
,. ,,,jii,,:?i~>!l~:r ', v , j i i i  hc ~ t : ! l ~ ~ l  ~ : ~ i t l z i ! l  :I;!, i > e x ~  fc-,,+  car^. 

iZ;c:i tl \;i,l)icli isapirro:+.i:?~:~!ely 7(i:!!00 acr-es i i -  ex'c~ii 
11;i.:; bc::n divitlecl illlo six 111,;~iii scciicri:~ b a s 4  GI: 

topc:>~,rapliy ; L I ; ~  draii1:ike. Eacll of  ihese seci i01.s i I: 

turn !)as h e r 1  s~~b-tiividcc! into blr.cF.s basct! O I I C C  

;1gai1: o i l  n~ic:.o~icvclvai.ial IoliS i n  topogralxlr!,' ni;:! di-;ii!i;~gr- 
WitIriil cac11 I-ilock, an allotlcc has bccn gi\;e:: 2-i,'2 
;tc;cs of iriik~:~blc land ;LIIJ 117- ;LCI-C oi' I I  i: i !.:.i!:;::̂ i:c 
iant! I o sc1.v~ ;IS ilis kxo~~;cs(cad. 

i'lli: bl(1ck'; ;L:.C O f  :!iff?l'cl;i hizc:; 2Llici 1 : O i : i c c ~ ~ i ~ i : C ~  

t l ~ e  1111nl.her 01' lloiding:; va!.y ;~~corciiilgl!~. ' l ' l~is CLiil 

I>c  s ( :~ii  CI-ULII Y ; i b \ ~  I \~>,i~icli  ~ I \ J : S  1 1 1 ~  (o:.;L~ I:L!L;) .~(:~ 
of irrigiih!.c llolc'iings aiid lxr,lnc:;!f;tcls i r r  ihe blocks 
{ , I I ; L ~  I I : L V C  211 I . C ; L ( I ~  I ) < - <  il :;ci!lz<i V, ~ ! I L ~ J ;  ; L I . C ~ L ~  t 11 i :~ :d  1 i2. 

are silni1a-i lo Ll~.osc (11. ntlzer arexs, tfle plly~icai 
~c.~)ara:io~i has been ~~navoiclable. All Ilte s;mic, tlle 
:i$::!~t . / ~ ! i  alithorities have :?i rc:llptcd io ~ 7 i r :  iniize 1 
. ,  . : ! . . . 3 t z 3  . , ... ,r?nas i:ff::c!s cf ' ; ! l~ l i  st:i:aralio!i I);, eri:~.~t.i~?g 

. . 
!!I:?; ;in ri-rigabic il<~lci;i:g is loca?cti less !li:in 2-1/1 
,:liicc fi-o!n iir- coir,:spo!iding !xomesteaci. 

'rAl%l,E 1 Wiihin cacbL block ilic I~l ) l~~cs:cads  havc 11cc11 
I c i 1 I s ! !  1 1 1 1 ~ .  'fi)? nlln~.ber of I i ; ~ j 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~  

I j i ~ t ~ ~ k ~ i ~ I i ~ ~ l  0 1 '  I ~i- iz ; i l ) I~  J ~ o ! . c I ~ I > ~ ~  <I I IC!  :!4( i ~ 1 1 : > i ~ . t ~ < 1 , ( ~ ~ - ~  i l l  'i., :; [>J.{I>-~ ; L l ; i i  tilt: il~~lllbk;r o f ~ l ~ ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c ~ , ~ j s  ijcy l ) ; i l l ? ! c ~  
:+i.c:ts .I i I and 1-12. \/nil' i:.o111 one b!ock Lo >i.iic~iIicr- dcpentlin!: on : l ~ i :  r;ii.c 

. . . .. -. -. .- :>!.t!xc ?>lock. and (11c loca! !:ii~i~(1!1jiici?L:>.! ,:o~:c!iii(-~~?s. .,-, ' . 
,Yo. Ir~iigc~lrlc~ A'o. o f  ,  IS can !73 seen Fro111  tab!^ '11 \vliic11 gives tllc I I L I I ~ ~ ~ ~ C I .  

A r r ~  /?/(I( ,~<,Y / i o / d i ~ ~ . ~  .. - ~.... /;~/ilc.sic~cr/.~ - ~ 1 : ; '  i~a i i~ lc i s  aritl lire n ~ i ~ n h c i -  o1'hnlcli1igs l icl. Ilamlct i n  
il:;!;~il-l seieclcd bl.ocks ~ v i l l i i n  the !i 1 area. 

2 1 '7 
GO:! 

TABLE l.1 
535 
829 i?isi:.ib~~:io~; 01' I-ta~iilcls a n d  .tSonzcsi,.;;rds i l l  Blocks 301, 

367 -302 allti 308. 



Sorr1.c.e : Settlcni.cnt Plan11ir:g Ujv i s~on ,  Maha\c-el i Dcvclv~:- 
1i1e il i Board . 

A Ii~t111lt.t wit11 approxirnatcly 100 to 150 families 
\v;ls coiisidereci to be an  ideal size because it was 
cupccred to "corresponci generally to the peasants 
coiicep?!on of a mallageable 2nd comfc~rtable social 
u n i t " .  IFu iil~crrnore, it \\#as pointed out illat "for vijlagers 
;LIICI  for old colo~iists SLICII  a dinlensio~i is the ideal to 
permit the smootll play of sc!lidariiy tics for any .purpose. 
I! Lcii i!;it:'s the managing of a new villagc by its own 
! i : i ~ t i ~ ! - ~ ,  ~ l i c i r  control of  social ordcr and the correct 
oi?oxi N I I I  of urlt ivation schedules without depending 
oil rile csicrl-tal authol-ities'. I 

o i i e  of tllc lllajur j?robl~117~ ill  many of thc 
~ x ~ e v i o x s  lalid settlemelit schemes \\.as the I ~ i g h  degrec 
ol'ci.~ltiiral i ~ n c l  social Iie~csogcui!y even u ithin individual 
:icltlci;ic1i1~. T l l i ~  problem arose parlly because of the 
Iinc;lr iypc ofsett1cmel:t that u a s  cs!abli~l?cd ai;d rart ly 
hr,c:~l.ixc of tile i~~;~clcqii;ttc attention given to social and 
i : i t l l i i~ - ; l l  fil.ctol-s \vllc~i grouping pcople togetl~er.  - 

I Ilcsc i11 t u r n  pro~izoted individuality and prevented tllc 
sclllcr iilcntifyi~ig l l imse l f \v i~ l~  a social group. 'I'lle 
i\/lali;~;veli ;r i l l  l ior i t ie~ have a t ten~pled to minimize' tllesc 
i'roblcn~s and at  tlle sa.me t i  111e ~>ror i~otc  ool~esivencss 
a.iid solidili-iiy a~iiongst settlers by grouping together 
:IS f'ar irs possible i l l  llanllets, people 11aviiig a sjn~ilar  
gco-cul t usal bnckgrou nd, a similar socia1 s t a t ~ ~ s  and 
wherever prazticablc, sin1il;lr cactc affiliations. 

TI)? selcc!ion of'all4.1t~ces a~icl settling then-! o ~ i  ramil) 
S;lril~s is c.1111y one aspect of land settlement. 
A n  cy i~ i~ l ly  ~ I I I ~ ) I J ~ ~ ~ L I > ~  aspect is tlle provision or infrastruc- 
tiiic scl-viccs nccdcd by tile scit!e?s ~ i o t  only for llic 
] > ! ~ l ~ S L I i l l I C C  oI'II1ciI. ~gl~l~11llLI1~;l~ ill?cf 0 1 1 1 ~ ~  C C O I : ( ; T ~ ~ ~ L :  

,let iv!! ios h ~ i i  a!so I'or their c!il).-l~-~!ay I ivij?;~. I n  111c 
~ > : ' c \ I ~ ~ ) I I s  sclllcni,l:~~t scI\cmes tlleil- services M , C ~ C  t ~ ~ t  
:ld!:q~;licly jxov~cied arid 111c littlc t l~a t  uiis proviclcd ue rc  
o f t  I I r i g  c a i s  C'ic;i~.ly. a11 of the services 
ncc.:lcii by tl~csettlerscaiinot b e  p!.o\.idcd at every scrvicc 
centre hec;luse 01' llle Ilugc expcndjtu~.e i~lvolved and the 
!> roS lc~ i~  of a11 xiequate iluesliold. C'onscq~iently, 
t l ~ c  j>l;i!ls for asca !-I e~ivisngi:~ 111: P I - o v i s i o ~ ~ s  of thcsc 
~ c ; . \ ~ l c c s  oi? ; I  Iricral-chical b a s ~ s  zit 3 different le\.clsl i.c. 
l ~ : . i ~ : ~ l ~ l  ~ C I . I ~ I X ; ,  vi!li~ge ccr t re  ;ifi(i t(~\v~;sliip. T.l~i; ciistri- 
b:ii ion or  t!lcsc il irkretit ceritrcs \\ i t l i i n  arca H 
call i.12 S C C I I  !'i.o~il Tilblc l l I .  

1'ABLE 1.1.1 
ili +lrii:ution of jlaailet C.:eiitres, Village Centres alld 'Fon;ll- 
hlaip:. i i l  Arcs I-I 

-- ~ .. - . 

Jirrr.iilcr IVillc/gc 
:! I.<,(! /:lo<,/, .; C?~ltt .(~,~ 

. . Ce/li~.e.s - - .-. . - TOII:I~.S/~~/I,Y - - 
1 1 1  :i 2.3 2 I 
1 1 2  !> 3 3 2 I 
11  I 0 7 '1 12 2 
I-I g I I ('7 10 ? 

1 1  7 4 2 0 2 9 
L 

i I9 5 2 1 ) - 9 
t 

! o t ; ~ !  :I 4 259 3 1 9 
-- ~- . ~ 

So~ii-c.~?: %'t!en~cni  Pla~irl i~ig Di\!ision: Mallawei i I3cvclop- 
! 1 1 ~ i i t  B ~ ~ t r d .  

l'lle SI:TVI(:L'C illii! will be prov~ded at these centres 
i 1 - i . ; ~  b_'311 ( i  ividcii iti1i) 7 cittegorics l.e. adliljuistration, 
~ o : x ~ ~ ~ : , ) - ~ : i : ~ l ,  : ~ ~ ~ ~ i c i i l i t ~ r i ~ l ~  e c I ~ ~ c : t ~ i o ~ ~ a l ,  c ~ ~ l t u r a l ,  

Ilealtb~ and others sucli as cen~.ctes~es a n d  p~ihiic toijcls. 
Thc range of SerVJccS t o  bc provided at eit(:11 c c ~ i i ~ c  varies 
\\litl~ tlie lev?! ofsctt leme~;I.  I ' l~c  flol??!~i ccni~-c ;?-ill 
serve 100 t o  125 families wliicil ~ o l i l c l  :~nlou~il '  to 
200 to 600 persons. Being the Io\+est orticr sc~vici: i.cnt~-,:, 
tlie ha~izlet centre is not expcctccl to ~-,erfl)~n? any ;~tirni'i;::- 
trative functions. Tlrc next ortier ccnt1.e is lllc 
village centre desig1:ed to caicr to the 1:eeds o f 4  to 0 
hamlets tha t  would include 500 to 700 famiiie?.. 
'The total population t c ~  be served ~ o u l d  vary bei\vccn 
2500 and 3500 fainilies. 7'1;~ village centre I:ec;~use 
of its larger size and loca;io~i 14 iil liavc Innre functia~fis 
and provide a wider range of scrviccs Ilia11 rllc li:~ni.lct 
centre. Next to the viliage centre is Ilce townsliip 
centre ullich is expeclcd to serve 5 lo 6 c l~~b ic i s .  
These clusters will have 3000 to 36C0 faniilics arrci ;L (1.1la1 
population varying bclueen 15,OCO ar:cl 20,CCO 
persons. Being a liiglier osdcr ccntrc, t l ~ c  to131ish.ip is 
designed to provide a n~iich 1s i t l t r  range of serviccs than 
the other two types nf ceiitrc:;. Tllc rangc or' 
services that wiil be providccl i l l  eiich lcvcl can bc 
secn from Table 1\/.  

I t  js noteworthy lliat p l a ~ ~ s  I~xve also bee11 clrau~i 
up to provide a suitable industrid base for the villagc 

centres and towiiships. A t  tllc v~l!agc levcl, tlrc isld~~s!ries 
i ~ ~ c l u d e  a textile wcavjl;g cent;-c, cv!!:igc i~:dtislries ai-d 
and smallscale paddy and fibl-c-l;roccssjng ni.ills. Tlic 
larger industries are to be loca!.cti at ~ l l e  luwnship Icvel. 
These include a textile mill, rice p r o c c ~ s i ~ i g  11?.ii!s a~:d 
other ni,ills for agro-based i nd usrrles such ns fro11 i;d 1711 t 
oil and stra\v Mare. 

Plans that l ~ a v c  becli d : . a \~  11 u p ,  ( 1 1  be 0 1 '  ]-!lactical 
sig~lificancc sliorxlci be ~ I I ~ . ] > ~ C W C I I ~ C C ~  qiaickly and efficicnily. 
This is pariicula.rly truc of service i'aoilitjcs. 1 1 ,  tlic 
past, there has been a \i'idc tinrc gal) belwccn tlic scttiil:g 
of  pcople anil thcprovision of'even thc  basic sc!-viccfacil i f  ics. 
Fur thern~ore ,  even after sonle o r  llle facilities 11ave 
been supp)lieti, i t  has taken a long tiiuc f o r  thclll to 
be developed io ;t satisl';tcioi.y st:rndard. 

This 1las rlot only forced tllc SeI: I C : I S  to I'iicu ;A !ot (11' 
unexpected difficuliirs bui 11;~s ;~lsc, prcvcntcd illci~i 
from sending the,i;- roots inlo tllc alca. An  ccjirali)/ 
ser io i~s  p rob le~n  has beon Ihe iiiil~lu~i~iccl gro\vill tliat 
has inevitably resulted fron~. 11re delay in the 
inlplelnentatjon of plars.  Soln.e of the unplannccl 
growthl~as~iodouhtbcc~:saluiar)~. 13r1in~ucliofi t j la .s  
been uns;ttisfactory partly b e c i l ~ ~ s ~  i t  has retartlcd tlic 
developn~ent of t l ~ c  planrlcd service cenl rcs ai?d also 
because it has led t o  ilje emergCl.cc of l.,i~tteflls ot'lancl 
use often contrary to t~ l i a l  has bccn j,lanned. 
All of  these probler~is h i l l  have to be av~lidcd in area tl 
if the  new settlements arc going to r:mcrgc as hcaltl~y 
viable conzrx~nnities. 

:t is clear tilal a great deal of thougllt 11:~s g o ~ l c  
into settlement platiniril: in area H and tlic net 1.csl11t has 
been a he;ilthy and  elco come dcpartnrc froin tlie type 
of settl.en~ent pla~:~!ing t1la1 Jlas p o ~ ~ e  o ~ i  ill 1 1 1 ~  pas[. 
Severa.1 ne\hlco~?ceptsI~a.\fe beet: incos1.or;t:ed ii i  the plalinirig 
process and c~f tl~.esc 1 1 1 ~  cluster l)/pc of settlcn~enl 
and the hierarchical apprvacll to tllc 1):-ovisio~l of 
services appear to be parlicularly sig~:ii'icant. 
All of the concepts have n u  doubt  bee11 i~?ii-oduccd i a  i;h 
certain specific objectives bu t  t11c extcnt io wl~ ic i~  
they will be realized depends or1 the n!aliner 111 wt~jch 
the plans are ji~rplemented. 
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The Importance of Control gj* ,fIalaria in the 
Mahaweli Development Project 

A. N. A. Abeyesundere 
Anti-Malaria Campaign 

The vector wilicll transmits malaria in Sri Lanka is the 
female ~r~ophe lese  ct~licifacies. This mosquito breeds 
in collections of non-polluted, stagnant or slow flowing 
fresh waters. It prefers sunlight to shade. This 
nnosqtrito is essentially a Dry Zone species where it is 
zxte~sively prevalent in the jungle -covered plains and 
villages. It prefers to bite animals rather than man 
for its blood meals. The preferred breeding places of 
A. c&~Iicifacies, during drought periods are the sand 
pools and rock pools in the river beds. These may 
cxteild to inanmade irrigation channels and streams, 
cqpecially during dro~lghts when a Tree flow of water 
cannot be maintained and pooling in :he bed of the 
channel or stream occurs. 

Therzfore in largescale development projects 
such a7 the Mahawel i Development Scheme, where rivers 
are diverted, essentially to irrigate new areas and 
augmsnt the already existing water supplies to the 
Dry Zone, the malariogenic potential can be increased 
in areas which are already hyperendemic. 

Jungles are cleared, water courses are increased 
and the animals are driven away. Aggregations of 
populations such as the coloi~ists are placed in these areas. 
Most of these populations may be from less malarious 
or non-malarious areas and thcir immunity level 
is low, so that if infected by the malarial parasite they 
could have 2 more severe c!inical attack of malaria 
than the local ~zsidents of the area. The mosquito 
itself has its natural animal hosts removed and for its 
continued su3.vival it has to attack the human population, 
as it needs blood meals for its ex'stence. 

It  tl-areby enhances nalaria transmission. Most 
of the malaria as it now exists in Sri Lanka is manmade. 
The receptivity and th-, vulnerabi ity of the areas 
are thus both enhanced by largescale Development 
Projects of this nature and the malariogenic potential 
is increased several fold. 

However, one must hasten to add that it is not me's 
intention to maintain that just because the malariogenic 
pote,ltial can be increased, such Development Projects 
should not be undertaken. On the contrary, it is 
our primary objective to indicate that timely measures 
be initiated in these areas before such projects 
comm2nce. To fulfil this objective it is essential that 
the Anti-Malaria Campaign be involved from the 
planning stage of these projects. 

The five-year intensive malaria programme for the 
malarious areas of Sri Lanka commenced around 
October, '977. This i~cludes arl the areas which have 
to ba developed under the Accelerated Mahaweli 
Scheme. The major objectives are : 

(1) To reduce overall malaria transmission 1,o a 
very low level at the end of five years, so that 
malaria will no longer be a major public health 
problem, and 

(2) To eliminat 5 malignant malaria progressively 
in the ensuing 5 years. The primary 
activities arc :- 

(I) Residual Sprayi~~g of 1 million households 
and outhouses in the malarious areas at 2gm/sq 
meter of Malathion 011 a 3 monthly cycle. 

(11) Drug Administration : 

(a) 5 days radical treatment is given to all 
clinically diagnosed and suspected cases of 
malaria by all Government Medical 
Institutions, - Anti Malaria Campaign 
fie'd persorrnel and specially trained 
volunteers in remote areas. 

(b)  Prophylactic treatment is given to officers 
and workers engaged in development 
schemes in the malarious areas, as well as 
to those entering the malarious areas from 
non-malarious on a temporary basis. 

(111) Case Detection : 

Malaria case detection is carried out by 36 
Special indicator Ins!itutions, Activated Medical 
Institutions and Actike Case Detection Agents. 

(IV) htomologicrll Investigations : 

12 E~ltomological teams carry out entomological 
investigations in the il.alarious areas of the 
country. Th.eir studies include monitoring of 
the effectiveness of the insecticide (malathion) 
under field conditions, impact of the insecticide 
spraying on the vector population and any 
behavioural changes of the vector population. 

(V) Other control methods that are in the process of 
development are as follows:- 

(a) Iatermittei~t flushing of streams and 
irrigation channels and proper msintenance 
of irrigation systems, to eliminate vector 
breeding, with the cooperation of the 
River Valley Development Board, Mahaweli 
Development Boa-d and the Irrigation 
Deprtmer,~. 

( b )  Prevention of the creation of manmade 
vector breeding places, with ilie cooperation 



( - b t  tlic So,i.~,l Services l)rpartment, 
1 liji;l~\,v;l~is l)el~;xrimc~)t :%nd the Gcln 
<'ori'[~;-:ttioil. 

( 1  Brolog~cal i o i ~ i r o l  ICTciI~ocls sucl; as tlic 11s:: 
of larvivc~rc~~i:; l ' i x i i .  

(11 I ) 'f'raining and Ncaltlt Etlucation: 

'Tllc: M;tlaria TrLjiiling Ccntrc i s  ill*. j?i\,ot i'os all 
training pxogranullcs for tiiiii-Malaria C'am11i~i;;n 
workers, Mcdical a ~ l i l  i'aranledica! pcrsonncl, 
other Govertlnlent Departn-tent Workers and 
R ~ i r a l  C0nl11v.1 I )  i t  y Hcaltll Workers. 

1-icalt;l Ed ncalivn l~rogra~unzcs for the C~ollrmu nity 
a rc  carried uul  by ihc Heall11 Educat io~i  
Bureau or  the M.inislry of Health wit11 i.hc 
close colla borat ion o l  the Ant i-Malariit Citrnl,aign. 

l<cscarcll and Lqicld Trials arc desig[lcci al~tl  
~~ l lde r lnken  by tlic A iiii-h4alaria Campaigii 
(0 overcolize ccrtitin tcc1lnic:zl and operational 
pruI>lems il1iit coulii < t ~ . i > ; ~ ,  i ~ l l ~ i  ~ I I S O  1 0  ClLcv~10p 
llcw n11:thods that c o ~ ~ l d  ~~~j?~>lcmiri : i  tlic 
present lnetl-iods of control. 

Alrcady al'lcr -3 r o ~ ~ ~ ~ d s  of in~ensivc spraying \yiih 
M;llat[lic,n t l~c rc  ltas been an overitll rctlllctic~li oi' 
Ill;h!a:-ia \yitll a. rlr;tnlatic clcclirie of i~laligilant malaria. 
This [[as beell cvident i n  tlte Kalaweiva Area (H Projcct, 
Area) and even in Systen-ts, A .  B and C which ;ire to be 
Imliy;dia(ely ricvelopeci 1111dcr i l ~ e  Acceleraiecl Sclren~c. 
Tllc cvideilcc of this is obiailled hot11 from hosj~ital 
;titi is! ic:s as wcil ;is from Spcciz~l M > ~ S S  Surveys and 
Field Surveys c;~rricd o a t  h!/ !Ire cxmpaign pel-soni~cl i n  
t ltese areas. 

J-iowever \\,it11 Ilrc intcnsificat ion ol'tllese dcvelopnlent 
~ c l ~ c ~ l l c ~  the ~ll ; t larioge~~ic po!ential can be enhanced as 
t i c~c r i i~cd  earl ic1,. l'lle activi~ies set out  i n  dutail must 
hc intci~sil'ied ill  tlrcse clcvcluping arcas. Aclivities sue11 
;IS tlrc Millalllion spraying of Ilouses and waad ics bcforc 
occup.tli~)n illid i~ftcr;  tlle ;idillinish.itt ion o f  propl~ylactic 
trea.tn~cnt to coloii isls aird Board personnel entering tllesc 
areas arc esscilt ial. 

I t  111ust bc ~'i:itci.a~cd ;tg,till Illitt the Airti-itlalari;~ 
(:;i.nlj);~igll ~nust be all active participant \v i t l i  t112 
Malli~\vel i Roarti froill t l ~ e  I>la.~ini~ig Stage io the  f ~ i i i ~ l  

stage q/',/illfili~ic~irl. Witli i l ~ c  ;tccclcration of aclivitics 
;rrld lllc tclescc.,pi ilg of  tlrcsc ;tclivit ies l'roti~ 30 years to 
(1 yc;~i.s, tllc Anti-Malaria (:it-n~l~;lign needs inore insccii- 
cide,, pcrson ncl, cyu ip rnc~~t  itnd il-a~lsport t o  c;tri-y 
o i ~ t  11s ;~ctivit ics ii i  11~c A ~ c c i c i ~ ~ i t e ~ 1  S c l ~ e ~ n c  Area. 
Prc~icci 1ieporl.s )lave ;tlseacly lxcn suhm.it!ccl fc~r tliesc 
itd di! io~ial req,uircine~its. 

L ~ ~ ~ j ~ l ~ a s i s  I ~ L L I S L  alsu I K  pl;~cecl on o ~ l ~ e i -  activilics 
s l~cl l  ;I.S Wiltcr i\r,ai~:~gcnle~lt ;ancl Wi~tcl. Manipulai  ion. 

In  1976, with 111: cl ivcrsivi~ ol' 11~c  I?iY;iliit:\cl I a': Polgulla, 
tfic rivcr' do~vi~~ire i t in .  on its or-i~ir;ai coi:rcc- star~cc! 
poolir:;r d ~ r i n g  cirotiglit pesiocls (ij, io  1larag;inl.a a~;cl 
:L:.C~S vv,i!ll lilllc or. iio m:tla!.ia s~iddcriIy lia(.I io~'illll!i:d 

cpideinics of rn:lIaria. Wit11 tlic cc!!laboratioi~ oS I ~ I C  

Mahaweli Board the problcru was sol veci by Siuslling o~ i i  
the river and destroying tllc moscluito larvae, once a 
\$leek with a release of 2,000 c u .  secs. of water Tor 
3 ko 4 llnul-s. This is no\\) carried o u t  as 21 .matter 
oi' roiltinc during tirough! periods i n  Polgolla. S ~ ~ c l r  
iil:!l~:~ds call be esici~dcci :vilci.ivcr fcasiblc iii oilier ar.c;ls 
i I; ~ l l c  Acct:icra.tctl D t ~ ~ ! o p ~ ~ . i : i ! t   are;^. T!ic propc1- 
inai ntei~anc;: at id  sclmil- of broke. 11 irr;gai.ion clla!-incls, 
L ! I ~  prcvc~i!ioii or  p o o l i ~ ~ g  i l l  irrigxtio~l C ~ I ~ I ; I I Z / S  ~11;cl 

s~rcarns  is also all i~i~jso:.I,irit jirercqui!;iic f'or r i . ( l u c i ~ ~ ~  
iIrc malxi-iogcnic poie1iiii1.l iil t i c \ ; c l~~~l i~ l :n i  ;r;-c;i~. 
I-r~r!;, t r~o ,  tltt: C ; t~npa ig~ l  I I I I I ~ ~  !,+vor!< iii cI(~sc ~ o i i ; ~ b o r : j [ i i ~ i ~  
~ v i l l l  tll; Ij/l;~lla\l:cli Bon.rcl. 

l i  I L L \  alio he211 llored ~ \ i i , l ~  rc1;i.el (hat n rcw 
ofi1~1'11s 'tnd employees d o  no-t ge! their houses s l ~ r ~ ~ ) ~ e c l ,  
119s clo tllcy takc the prophylact~c t~eatllzcnt. 

At present, due  to the intensive nlalaria col~trol  
prograinme, t11.c malaria t r a ~ ~ ~ ~ r i i s s i o r l  is lu\v i n  ; i l l  lllesc 
ilreas ; i~ id  (llesc p ~ r s o n n e l  d o  noi l~avc  :L J'cIt ncecl fol. 
i ; lki i~g i11.cse precautionary lncthotls, bu t  Ihcy \voulcl 
siircly come clo\vn w i t l ~  malaria vllen llrc scaso~:al irans- 
~nissioii pc;tk is rcachcd. Special fil111. slloivs ant1 
I lcaltir Education progralilllzcs arc. rlo\\ beiilg carrictl 
nut in l l~esc areas to ,zc:ivate thcsc officials and elnplo))ccs 
on the absolute i~ecd of gett.ingtl.~.cir Ilouszs spra.yetl and 
taki ng their regular weekly prol?liylaclic ~nalarial tlrt~gs. 
1! is also ironical lo note that tllesc arc tllc very 
i,a20j,l~ wlro \ j e l ~ t ~ i ~ e n ~ l y  ,protesL illat tlic Health Serviccs 
]lave nuL provided them wit11 aderluaic jirecau(ions when 
tiicy d o  co~llc dow~x with malaria. 

Tceat~nent of malaria cases is already been done 
;LL alt nzcd ical i ilst i t ~ i  t ions i 11 t l x  arc:a illid at spcciill 
vdunleer treatment ce11t:c)s nianned by vol~~ll tecrs selcctcd 
Srom the colonies wit11 the coo~,eratio~i oi'tlie C o m m ~ u ~  ity 
[)evelopiueilt Leaders and ot11.e~ officials oP the 
Mahaweli Hoarcl. 

TIE FL~lti-i\llalaria. Ca.mpaign Itas joinccl active1.y 
wi t l l  ilxc Hoalilt Education Burei~u of tllc Allinistry of 
Heal! 1 1  in lloldiilg scmiimrs a.i:d group discussions 
;it grass root levcls, to convince tlie ~ l o r k e r s  and colonists 
of th,: iiced to get their liouses sprw.ycd and the need 
to takc the ~>rophylactic treatment. 

I t  is impc~i.tant to note that a woi-kcr c o ~ ~ l c l  Iosc 5 
~ n a ~ ~ - w o r k  ing c!a),s fro111 a modemf c attack of ~na.lal-i;~ . 
i[co~llj>lications clccur or ;L worker gets a more serious 
irti.ack, many more days could be Ios( ant! wol-k 
targets may not Ix aclaicvcd, 

I I, I~o\+evcr ,  tlre finances!,  logistic.^ and t~.ilnsporI 
;~:.c i)i-{)victcd for t11.c intensillcatioli rjf Llic Anti- 
M;t!;l:-ii+. act ivit ics in the Accelcratctl Mahawcl i 
P:.oi;.ct area, allti the full co-operation of the officials, 
wo;kcrs and colonists is obtained, t11ci.c is no rc:ason ;il 
all 111 bi.lievc t1ri1.t malaria woultl irnpetlc tllc s u c c c ~ ~ h ~ !  
i;nplclnen!at i o 1 ~  (]I' t l ~  is niasive and essential developme~lt 
scllelll~. 



Wlicrl olle ta.lks o f  Iiealilr i t  is nu 1011gcr 011ly ill tlic 
negative scnsc ol' ~ r c e d o ~ l l  fro111 il[lless b u i  also i l l  the 
positive scnsc o p t i m u n ~  ~neiital and p1l)isical well-being. 
I11 Sri Lank+ cvc arc still mainly concerned with attenel ing 
to the fonncr.  5vcn in tliis respect, tllc Mahawcli 
Project Area is about [lie worst supplied in tlic island 
will1 licaltl~ fhcilitics, both curative atlci prescntativc, 
itrid this iilcludcs p:.irilary Ilcaltli care. D s .  Pcrcy dc  Silva's 
survcy s l io~icd that Tor liis s;t~nplc of about 1000 families 
t l~cre  was not i t  single izdcquntely yiralifjcd I ~ e a l ~ l i  ivnrkcr. 

Tlicrcforc, as ~ l i i ~ i g ~  ~ t i i ~ l d ,  much needs to be 
done to proviclc an z tdcq~~atc  liealtll scl-vice for tllc cuist i~ig 
])0l3ll Iatio~i. But i l l  view of  tllc displacement of :many 
of  t h c n ~  and the disruption of their life styles, whicll 
in t l ~ c  case of tlic I'nritna villages has cxtcndcd fro111 
iii~cicnt t i n~es ,  one call anticipate an increase i n  all 
types of Ileal (11 j~roblcms iind i n  parlicul2r r psychiatric 
d ist ir rbances. 

13~11 llierc will be a, nlassive i n f l ~ ~ x  01' constructio~i 
workers atid, in tile c o ~ ~ r s c  of t i n ~ c ]  of  new settlers. There- 
I'orc an imrncdiittc 1ncrcaSc i ~ f  tllc "11ci1,lili loact" can 
hc ;~nticip;ltctl. 

-rl1c tlattire of tllis l l c a l ~ l ~  load l ~ t s  t o  be infcrrccl 
I'l-on~ tlic limited clalit ;~vailablc but for convc~~icncc  it 
cotrlci hc clividcti i ~ i t o  ( ( 1 )  ill1 i t i ~ r c a ~ c  of the existing pattern 
i -~ I ' t l  iscasc and (.b) Oic new ( I  ~ S C ~ S C  1~1-(jblcms illat arc l~kcly  
to arise. 

( tr)  Lncrcast: of thc existing pattern of disease 

Tllc data a.v;~ilable is 1101 s;tlisfactory, its no 
proper S L I I . V C ~ S  I ~ ~ L V C  I > L ' C I I  ciirl.icd oilt, il~id is bil~cd o11 
1iosl'i~;~l figures, \\liicl~ rii.vcrtllclcss give some i dea  u f  t l ~ e  
~ ~ C V V ' L I C I ~ C C  I.)[ tliscasc in tllis arca. Malaria is clearly 
a. major !~roblcm ( 3 r 1 t  bowel discasils aj;pcar [ ( c  bc as 
~rnporlant or  evcu more so. Malnutriiion and 
a,nacn~ia, \vornI infestations and viral a n d  bacterial 
I til'cct ions arc i i l ~ ~  pro blerns. 

I)r. M u  nasinglic, Deputy Director (Planning), 
M inisl ry of J Ic;tltli, i l l  111s d r ) c ~ ~ n ~ c n t  on tiic PTOI>OSCCI 
Flcitltlr Gal-c i7acilitics Ibr llic Kala oya Sclicrnc 
Area Ilas draw 11 al tenti011 to this: 

"-Tlic ~norbidity pattern of lllc arca indicated tllat 
M. a 1, a1 l't ,l11tl . Bu~\,el  Discascs appear to be the biggest 
1icit.l t l ~  131-cjhlerl~~. Tlrc i ncidcnce of t li.csc d iscases llavc 
~ l l o w n  an up\,vard trend during tllc past years a n d  
nzalaria is C I I C ~ C I I I ~ C .  Wit11  ill^ opening up of  a tict\j,or-k 
of nc\i/ ca11al.s and tanks tlicre \voul.d be a  lumber 
of sllallow poc~ls of water \vliich izlould bc ideal 
breeding spots filr malaria mosquitos. Tlic canals 
and water tanks could i~lsc~ be polluted ~ v i t l ~ o u i  a propcr 
nzcillocl of disposal 01' night soil. These healtll hazards 
l.ogctlrcr w i t l l  tlic rncrcitsing population a n d  t l ~ c  present 
inadcquatc 11c;lltli facilities \vnl~lcI spell disaster 10 tlie 
developmcn t program~nc." 

'I ' l~e suiutio~l to l l l e ~ e  problc~iis Xics nlainly 111 

prevention. Proper Iiousing ancl sa~lilation, will1 yropcr 
scwilge disposal and a safe water S L I J I ~ I I ~  arc the basis of  
tliis approach. I n  addition, thcrc should bc ~ufficicn{ 
perso~:ncl Sor 21 progral~unie of llealtlr education to 
instruci peoj?le on tllc causation of discasc ancl its prcven- 
tjori. 'Tllcsc are all mcasurcs lllat S ~ I O L I I C I  be co~is ic lcrc~ 
ai tllc plnnl~iilg stage of the Mallawcli Hsro.jcct if tlicy 
are ever to he implcmcntcd. After all, t l ~ e  project is 10 

serve the people and \vithout a Ilcaltliy p o j ~ i ~ l ; ~ t  i011 ~ I I C  
\r:l,olc project \ v o ~ ~ l d  be a hi lure .  

O n  inyui~.ing I'roln !)r. Abeygunaw;udc~la of tl-~c 
Mallaweii Develop11ze1,L Board it woul.cl appear t l~a l  tllc 
Board is not p r o v i d i ~ ~ g  liouses nor is t l~c re  a type plan. 
Ea.cll settler is I'lee to construct tllc I IOLISC as  hc 
wislres. Tlie Board will pruvidc a, f1.c~ squa.tting l>late 

j<s. 601- for each settler to co~islsuct :t latrine. 
O n e  wr~ndel-s ~ll let l lcr  seltlcrs M ~ I I O  arc ~ 1 1 0 ~ 1  of naollcy 
;t~id i~uaware of tllc in~por t a~ lcc  o fp ropcr  sanitation arc 
Likely toexpetid money a r ~ d  energy i n  (his dircclion. 
Settlers clearly liavc oillsr priorities as, for instance, 
i l l  1x1~1 colonisation s~:l~znxcs \vIlcrc the statc providccl 
CL I I I I C S  I~avc bcen used !o stol-c ftre\voocl! 'rlrc q,uc~titri\ 
~ f \ v a ! i . r  S L I J I P ~  1 1 2 ~ ~ 1 0 1  been finalisctl. Money was to hc 
(.,btail:cd froni, an I~-rLc~-~iatic'lnal Agency to construct 
wells --but i~ Iixs no t  bcen decided \vllctl\cr t o  1 ~ a . v ~  
o11c ti)r a ~ T O L I  12 of 10 or 20 I I ~ I I S C S  as  i n  tllc past, 
or- one per liousc. Even with the latter, pollution is 
st ill ,possi ble 11 nless [llei-c is proper SeWiIgc disposal and  ~ h c  
toialiiy of tlit: qucstioli -soil por-osit)), water drainage, 
pol lyt ino ol'soil and w;ttei. courses--- isIookcd into. 

Dr.  M u~~asinglic 's  report has dl-awn attenlion 10 
111c 11cci.i t o  expand thc exist ing curativc ~c.rvices by 
~>:ovidi~ig n~rl:-c inst i l l~rio~is,  personnel, mctlicir~cs ailtl 
vc)licIcs. Kli'c Ihcsc arc going to take sonic years to 
proviclc ;tnd i n  lllc i1itcri111 t l r ~  / ) r o v i ~ i . o ~ ~  or  Prinlary lIcaltl1 
Care tlsawi ng in volunteers, f'rorn tile comri~.uni~y 
and  o ~ ~ t s i d e  sl~ould be cxj,lorcd. 

(b )  New disease problejns 

l:'llel.c IS b o ~ ~ i i d  to be a ~igixil'ic:lnl pl.ol>lcn~ oi' 
c~ccul.xif ional diseases. i\ccidcnts i~ssociated I+ itlr 
conslrucfioii w o r k  a ~ i d  tllc ~ncchanizittion ol'agricult~rrc 
Iravc t o  be i~11ticipatec.l. CI~cmical intoxication due to 
pcsticicles is 1 ikcly to bc Iri~zar-d particu1:trly among 
nc\v s ~ i i l ~ s s .  Tlicy sllould be instructed i n  tllc usc or 
tllcsc clicmicais and cncouragctl to wear protcctivc clotl~iiig. 
Provisioil of atropina tablets a n d  i~~srr~tc t io i i  i n  their 
use has sl.so Lo he considc;-ccl . Prolxr labcllirlg ofpcsl iciclc 
cc)n tainers is essential to i i ~ i ~ ~ i n l i z c  accidciitiil j~o i s s i i i~~g .  

Tile displacen~cnt and cllangc in ttic traditiona.1 
l i rc~iylc  of ilic p:-escnt populatio~i a.nd the ~ ~ r o b l c m  
of adjustment of new sciilers is bou~ici ro Icad to ail iricrca~e 
in psyc1liat1.i~ p:-(.~hlenl,s of ail typcs, .Action to counter 
tliis will be needed boili a! i~~d iv idua l  and  group o r  
con1m.a nity Ievcls. 



With the opening of jurgle land, besides arr increase 
of problelns like snake bites, mainria, and leptospirosis 
the possibility of new diseases from animals and 
insects has to be kept in mind. The example of 
Icyasanur Forest Disease in Mysore State, South 
India, which was thought to be typhoid, haemorrhagic 
fever, malalia and even yellow fever before the 
casual virus was isolated is a case in point. -t would be 
foolish to lable as malaria every fever with chills and 
their proper 'nvestigation supported by adcquate 
laboratory and research services is essential. 

(c) Course of Action. 

The action that needs to be taken is evident from 
what has been said before but the following aspects 
need to be stressed. (1) An efficient Accident Service, 
with adequate surgeons and, may be an orthoracdic 
surgeon, should be set up with Anuradhap ra Hospital 
at its centre. This should include an adcquate ambulance 

service. (2) There should be one or more Psychiatrists 
stationed at Anuradhapura and they should run 
clinics at the district ana peripheral hospitals. (3) The 
laboratory at the P nuradhapura hospital should be fully 
eqaipped and staffed with a resident Pathologist, 
who has been trained ir- Bacteriology, or with an additional 
Bacteriologist. Though the latter could pay some 
attention to epidemiological aspects rt would be bettek 
to have a full time Epidemiologist as well. This unit 
couli call on the services of the Medical Research 
Tnstitute and the Universit;es where necessary for research 
purposes. (4) There is also a case for a specialized 
Poisons Unit, which may include those already interested 
in this fielci (like the Medical Faculty, Colombo) to 
monitor the situation and adopt control measures. 

The idea of a separate Deputy !>irector of 
Health for the Mahaweli Project is an excellent one. 
This would help to eliminate much of the red tape and to 
expedit.: the implemerfation of the plans. 

Any information concerning scientific activities, projects ~ n a  current research as well as 
comments and viewpoints will be received with the greatest interest. As the publication is mainly 
for information purposes, the National Science Council takes no responsibility for the views 
adopted by the authors, the facts presented or the interpretation of these facts. 
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