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T h e occurence of acridine and furoquinoline alkaloids in 
Acronychia genus o f the family Rutaceae is well established. In 
a previous communication 1 we reported the isolation of koku-
saginine from the leaves of Acronychia Pedunculata. 

In this paper we report the isolation of another furoquino­
line alkaloid evolitrine from the timber of Acronychia Pedun­
culata. The Indian variety of Acronychia laurifolia oollected 
in Madras does not contain these alkaloids. 

1. L. B. de Silva, U . L. L. de Silva and M. Mahendran, 
Proc. S X . A . A . S . p . Part I 1977. 
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The marketability and valuation of black tea are, at present, 
determined subjectively by professional tea tasters, who assess 
the product on the basis of appearance of the dry tea, as well as 
the quality, colour and flavour characteristics of the brewed 
liquor. Studies of the chemical compounds which influence 
these subjective assessments have shown that (a) the desired 
black appearance of tea Is determined by the relative amounts of 
breakdown products of chlorophyll, viz: phaeophytin. phaeo-
phorbide and chlorophyllide, (b) quality is dependent on the 
content of theaftavifis and their gallates, as well as on the level 
of theogallin present. The mode of formation of the group of 
theaftavin compounds is outlined, (c) liquor colour is due to a 
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