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The timber of Uncaria thwaitesii (Hook f.) piston was 
extracted with hot light petroleum (40-60°) and the residue 
extracted with hot acetone. A cold ether extract of the. latter 
gave uncaric acid, diketo uncaric acid and diaoetate o f uncaric 
acid. , 

The chemical and physical data of these compounds will 
be discussed. 
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Plectranthus zeylanicus (Sin; irriweriya, Sanskrit: 
Vatakan) and Coleus aromaticus (Sin: Kapprawalliya, Tamil: 
Kappoorawallie) belonging to the natural order Labiatae find 
extensive application in indigenous medicine. The present 
paper describes the anti-bacterial ' actions of the essential 
oils of the two species and deny droroy lean one and a new 
compund plectranthin C 2 2 H 3 0 0 6 isolated from Plectranthus 
zeylanicus. The anti-bacterial actions on Sh. dysentriae, 
E. coli; Staph, aureus and M. tuberculosis are discussed. 
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